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In Dark Diversions, acclaimed author John Ralston Saul stages a black comedy 
of international proportions that takes the reader from New York to Paris to 
Morocco to Haiti in the 1980s and 1990s. When he’s not encountering dictators in 
Third World hot spots, Saul’s narrator moves in privileged circles on both sides of 
the Atlantic, insinuating himself into the lives of well-to-do aristocrats. Through his 
exploits we experience a fascinating world of secret lovers, exiled princesses, death by 
veganism, and religious heresies. The emotional fireworks of these inhabitants of the 
First World are sharply juxtaposed with the political infighting of the dictators and 
the corruption, double-dealing, and fawning that attend them. But as he becomes 
further enmeshed in these worlds, the outsider status of the narrator grows more 
ambiguous: Is he a documentarian of privileged foibles and fundamental inequity,  
or an embodiment of the very “dark diversions” he chronicles?

Praise for the French edition of Dark Diversions

“Saul has the eye, the aloofness, the killer turn of phrase  
of a Truman Capote.”—Le Figaro Littéraire

“A terrifying narrator, a delight under the palm trees, a pitcher 
of margaritas on the table … rigorous, strict, of high quality, 
typed on an old Remington.”—Le Canard Enchainé

With savage wit, john Ralston Saul creates  
a world where intrigue, prestige, and debauchery  

span continents and social milieux

jOhN RALsTON sAUL is Canada’s 
leading public intellectual. Declared a 
“prophet” by Time magazine, Saul has 
received many awards and prizes, includ-
ing Chile’s Pablo Neruda Medal. He is 
president of PEN International, and his 
thirteen works have been translated into 
twenty-two languages in thirty countries. 
Dark Diversions is his sixth novel.
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also	available:

A Fair Country
$20.00	/	Pb	/	978-0-14-316842-3

The Collapse of Globalism
$20.00	/	Pb	/	978-0-14-317381-6

Voltaire’s Bastards
$24.00	/	Pb	/	978-0-14-015373-6

A Doubter’s Companion
$24.00	/	Pb	/	978-0-14-023707-8

Reflections of a Siamese Twin
$24.00	/	Pb	/	978-0-14-025988-9

sePTeMber • viking
Fiction • 978-0-670-06655-1 • $30.00
Hardcover  • 5¼ × 8¼ • 256 pages
Rights: World, English

sales
John	ralston	saul	is	a	nationally	bestselling	
author	and	widely	regarded	as	canada’s	
leading	public	intellectual

His	books	consistently	receive	extensive	
review	coverage

originally	published	in	french	to	rave	
reviews

excerpted	in	Brick magazine	and	Harper’s

MarkeTing
advance	reading	copies

e-galley	on	netgalley

national	review	and	profile	coverage

national	advertising

literary	festival	pitches

online	marketing	and	promotion	at	
Penguin.ca

Read an exceRpt on page 75

“A delightful novel, 
invigoratingly wicked.” 

—Le Monde

21




