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In 1982 the Commodore 64 computer was introduced, Ronald Reagan survived being 
shot, the Falkland War started and ended, Michael Jackson released Thriller, Canada 
repatriated its Constitution, and the first compact disc was sold in Germany. And that’s 
not all. In 1982 I blossomed from a naive fourteen-year-old trying to fit in with the 
cool kids to something much more: a naive eyeliner-wearing, fifteen-year-old trying to 
fit in with the cool kids.

So writes Jian Ghomeshi in this, his first book, 1982. It is a memoir told across 
intertwined stories of the songs and musical moments that changed his life. 
Obsessed with David Bowie (“I wanted to be Bowie,” he recalls), the adolescent 
Ghomeshi embarks on a Nick Hornbyesque journey to make music the centre  
of his life. Acceptance meant being cool, and being cool meant being Bowie.  
And being Bowie meant pointy black boots, eyeliner, and hair gel. Add to that  
the essential all-black wardrobe and you have two very confused Iranian parents, 
busy themselves with gaining acceptance in Canada against the backdrop of the 
revolution in Iran.  

It is a bittersweet, heartfelt book that recalls awkward moments such as Ghomeshi’s 
performance as the “Ivory” in a school production of Michael Jackson and Paul 
McCartney’s Ebony and Ivory; a stakeout where Rush was rehearsing for its world 
tour; and a memorable day at the Police picnic of 1982. Music is the jumping-off 
place for Ghomeshi to discuss young love, young heartache, conformity, and the 
nature of cool. At the same time, 1982 is an entertaining cultural history of a crazy 
era of glam, glitter, and gender-bending fads and fashions. And it is definitely the 
first rock memoir by a Persian-Canadian New Waver.

A sharply funny, coming-of-age memoir from Canada's  
most famous New Waver and host of CBC’s Q

Jian Ghomeshi is a broadcaster, 
writer, musician, and producer. He is the 
host of the national daily cultural-affairs 
talk program Q on CBC Radio One and 
Bold TV. The show, which he co-created 
in 2007, now has the largest audience of 
any cultural-affairs program in Canada. 
Ghomeshi was a member of the multi-
platinum-selling Canadian folk-rock group 
Moxy Früvous. Born in England, raised in 
Canada, and of Iranian descent, Ghomeshi 
lives in Toronto.  
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Q has garnered the largest audience of any 
cultural-affairs program in Canada and 
has become the highest-rated show in its 
morning time slot in CBC history

Ghomeshi was a member of multi-
platinum-selling folk-rock group  
moxy Früvous
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international broadcasting gold medal for 
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in fall 2009, Toronto’s NOW magazine 
named Ghomeshi Best media Personality in 
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