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Read an exceRpt on page 71“Y is an evocative look into 
what makes a family and what 

makes a home, and how they are 
undeniably helixed together.” 

—colum	Mccann,	author	of	Let the Great World Spin 
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“My life begins at the Y …” So begins the story of Shannon, a newborn baby 
dumped at the doors of the YMCA. Bounced between foster homes, Shannon 
defines life on her own terms even as she longs to uncover her roots. Where is 
she from? Who is her true family? Why would they abandon Shannon on the 
very day she was born?

The answers lie in the heartbreaking tale of her mother, a girl herself and one 
with a desperate fate. Through Marjorie Celona’s intimate observations and 
quirky wit, the two stories converge to shape a unique and lasting story of 
identity and family. This novel asks us to consider the “why” of our lives even 
as it reveals that the answer isn’t always clear and it doesn’t always matter.

Written with rare beauty and power, Y marks the debut of an astonishing 
new talent.

Praise for Y

“i couldn’t get enough of Shannon, the charming,  
brave, and blistering heart of this novel … a novel  
that is funny, contemporary, and heartbreaking.” 

—Deborah	Willis,	author	of	Vanishing	and Other Stories
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MARjORiE cELONA received 
her MFA from the Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop, where she was an Iowa 
Arts Fellow and recipient of the Ailene 
Barger Barnes Prize. Her stories have  
appeared in Best American Nonrequired 
Reading, Glimmer Train, and Harvard 
Review. Born and raised on Vancouver 
Island, she now lives in Cincinnati.
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A mesmerizing debut that begins with a baby left on  

the doorstep of the YMcA and uncovers the true meaning  

of identity, family, and the place we call home
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