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For two traumatic days, Livvy Higgs is besieged by a series of small heart attacks 
while the ghost of her younger self leads her back through a past devastated by  
lies and secrets.

The story opens in Halifax in 2005, travels back to the French Shore of Newfoundland 
during the mid-thirties and the heyday of the Maritime shipping industry, makes 
its way to wartorn Halifax during the battle of the Atlantic in World War II, then 
leaps ahead to the bedside of the elder Livvy.

Caught between a troubled past, and her present and worsening living conditions, 
Livvy is forced to pick apart the lies and secrets told by her greedy, prideful father, 
Durwin Higgs, who judges her a failure, and her formidable Grandmother Creed, 
who has mysteriously aligned herself with Livvy’s father, despite their mutual hatred.

Tending to Livvy during her illness is her young next-door neighbour, Gen, a 
single mother, social-work student, and part-time drug dealer. Overnight, a violent 
scene embroils the two in each other’s lives in a manner that will entwine them 
forever. In The Deception of Livvy Higgs, the inimitable Morrissey has written a 
powerful tale, the Stone Angel of the East Coast.

Praise for What They Wanted 

“sometimes a reviewer wants to tell readers everything about  
a book, about all the layers of complexity, all the beauties  
and grace, all the revelations, but i’ll restrain my enthusiasm 
in this case and conclude by saying: Read this book.” 

—lewis	Desoto,	The Globe and Mail

A single act of violence binds two women 
together in this stunning new multi-generational 

saga of secrets and lies

DONNA MORRissEY is the award-
winning author of Kit’s Law, Downhill 
Chance, What They Wanted, and Sylvanus 
Now, which was shortlisted for the 
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize. She 
recently wrote a children’s book, Cross 
Katie Kross, illustrated by her daughter, 
Bridgette. Morrissey grew up in The 
Beaches, a small fishing outport in 
Newfoundland and now lives in Halifax.
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also	available:

What They Wanted
$18.00	/	Pb	/	978-0-14-301427-0

Sylvanus Now
$18.00	/	Pb	/	978-0-14-317032-7

Downhill Chance
$18.00	/	Pb	/	978-0-14-317033-4

Kit’s Law
$18.00	/	Pb	/	978-0-14-317034-1

sePTeMber • viking
Fiction • 978-0-670-06605-6 • $32.00
Hardcover • 6 × 9 • 304 pages
Rights: Canada, English

sales
Donna	Morrissey’s	award-winning	novels	
set	on	the	shores	of	newfoundland	
consistently	find	a	nation	of	readers

Sylvanus Now	was	shortlisted	for	the	
commonwealth	Writers	Prize	in	2006,	was	
the	booksellers’	choice	award	winner	at	the	
atlantic	book	awards,	and	won	the	Thomas	
Head	raddall	fiction	award	

Downhill Chance	won	the	Thomas	Head	
raddall	fiction	award	in	2003

MarkeTing
extensive	advance	reading	copies

literary	festival	pitches

advertising	in	Atlantic Books Today

lcbo	cocktails	and	conversations	event

author	blog	tour	and	online	contests	with	
the	author’s	backlist

outreach	to	book	clubs	via	
Penguinbookclub.ca	and	Pengun.ca

social	media	marketing

Read an exceRpt on page 74

Praise for Downhill Chance

“So emotionally taut and brilliantly written 
that you won’t have time to breathe until you 

leaf over the last page.”—The Hamilton Spectator

Praise for Kit’s Law

“[Kit’s Law] pursues its homage to melodrama 
to a beautifully structured resolution that 
speaks directly to the heart.”—The Globe and Mail
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