
Weaving together five heartbreaking stories, Bill Gaston trans-
forms the cruelty of life into something not only beautiful but 
heartwarming. 

A recently divorced, early retiree accidentally burns down his 
house on the day he pays off the mortgage, only to discover 
that for the first time in his life he’s forgotten to pay a bill: 
his insurance premium. An old friend of his, a middle-aged 
musician, prepares for her suicide to end the pain of esopha-
geal cancer. Her father, who left his family to study Buddhism 
in Tibet, ends his days in a Toronto facility for Alzheimer’s 
patients. The three are tied together not only by their bonds 
of affection, but by a book called The World, written by the 
old man in his youth. The book, possibly biographical, tells 
the story of a historian who unearths a cache of letters, writ-
ten in Chinese, in an abandoned leper colony off the coast 
of Victoria. He and the young Chinese translator fall in love, 
only to betray each other in the cruellest way possible, each 
violating what the other reveres most. 

Praise for Bill Gaston 

“A hugely skilled storyteller.”—Georgia Straight

“His compassionate and vibrant grasp of the 
human comedy, his philosophical breadth  
and technical skill, remind me of the best 
work of Guy Vanderhaege and david malouf.” 

—Toronto Star	on	Mount Appetite

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it:

 C
lo

wn
bo

g 
St

ud
io

s

bill GASToN
The World

The most sweeping, affecting work to date from “one of this  
country’s outstanding literary treasures.”—The Globe and Mail
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HamisH Hamilton

sales
bill	gaston’s	story	collection	Mount Appetite	
was	nominated	for	the	2002	giller	Prize	and		

the	ethel	Wilson	fiction	Prize

His	novel	Sointula	was	nominated	for	the	
2004	ethel	Wilson	Prize	

He	was	the	recipient	of	the	inaugural		
Timothy	findley	award	in	2003

The Globe and Mail	has	called	gaston	“one	of	our	
nation’s	most	unsung,	highly	skilled	writers”

MarkeTing
advance	reading	copies

national	review	mailing

literary	festival	pitches

national	advertising

cross	promotion	with	Sointula	on	page	57

online	marketing	and	promotion	at		
HamishHamilton.ca	and	Penguin.ca

Read an exceRpt on page 70
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BiLL GAsTON is a Canadian novelist, short-story 
writer, and playwright. He currently teaches creative 
writing at the University of Victoria. Previously, he 
served as director of the creative writing program at 
the University of New Brunswick and as editor of 
The Fiddlehead.

“Gaston is a writer of great empathy, 
capable, it seems, of getting beneath 
the skin of anybody … His language 

is pure, his concerns humane.” 
—2002	giller	Prize	Jury	on Mount Appetite




