
“The standard is consistently, astonishingly high throughout.  
There are echoes of Wells Tower and russell banks, but Wilson’s voice  

is distinctive, confident, and completely enthralling.”—geoff	Dyer

D.W.	WIlson

once you break 
a knuckle
An intoxicating cocktail of adrenaline and the kind of vulnerability we would 
all admit to if we were honest, Once You Break a Knuckle explores the courage it 
takes just to make it through the day.

Set in the remote Kootenay Valley in western Canada, these are stories of good 
people doing bad things: two bullied adolescents sabotage a rope swing, resulting 
in another boy’s death; a heartbroken young man refuses to warn his best friend 
about an approaching car; sons challenge fathers and break taboos. Crackling 
with tension and propelled by jagged, cutting dialogue, the stories interconnect 
and reveal to us how our best intentions are doomed to fail or injure, how our 
loves can fall short or mislead us, how even friendship—especially friendship—
can be something dangerously temporary.

Wilson portrays a world barbed with violence and the possibility of betrayal. 
And yet, in this small, finely wrought universe, it is with doggedness and dignity 
that we carry on.

D.w. wiLsON was born and raised in the small towns 
of the Kootenay Valley, British Columbia. He is the 
recipient of the University of East Anglia’s inaugural Man 
Booker Prize Scholarship—the most prestigious award 
available to students in the MA program. His stories have 
appeared in literary magazines across Canada, Ireland, 
and the United Kingdom, including The Malahat Review, 
Grain, and Southward. He lives in London.

“ There are echoes of richard Ford and raymond Carver here.” 
—The Globe and Mail
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Once You Break a Knuckle	was	a		bc	book	
Prize	Honour	book

D.W.	Wilson	won	the	bbc’s	2011	national		
short	story	award

Once You Break a Knuckle	received	tremendous	
praise	from	bill	gaston,	geoff	Dyer,	Joe	
Dunthorne,	and	Jon	Mcgregor

D.W.	Wilson’s	new	novel	will	be	published		
by	Hamish	Hamilton	in	2013,	and	bloomsbury	
in	the	u.s.	and	u.K.	in	april	2012

MarkeTing
outreach	to	bookclubs	via	Penguinbookclub.ca

online	marketing	and	promotion	at	Penguin.ca
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