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The Righteous Mind : Why Good People Are Divided by

Politics and Religion

Jonathan Haidt

This well-researched examination of human

moral impulses will appeal to liberals and conservatives

alike following the 2016 presidential campaign and

election.   As America descends deeper into polarization

and paralysis, social psychologist Jonathan Haidt has done

the seemingly impossible—challenged conventional

thinking about morality, politics, and religion in a way that

speaks to everyone on the political spectrum. Drawing on

his twenty five years of groundbreaking research on moral

psychology, he shows how moral judgments arise not from

reason but from gut feelings. He shows why liberals,

conservatives, and libertarians have such different

intuitions about right and wrong, and he shows why each

side is actually right about many of its central concerns. In

this subtle yet accessible book, Haidt gives you the key to

understanding the miracle of human cooperation, as well

as the curse of our eternal divisions and conflicts. If you’re

ready to trade in anger for understanding, read The

Righteous Mind.

Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group

528 pages

9781501103421

Paperback | $16.99
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What's Happened to Politics?

Bob Rae

Poised to capitalize on renewed political interest

following the federal election, the trade paperback edition

of What’s Happened to Politics? is sure to be necessary

reading for every concerned Canadian citizen.Segmented

electorates. Political leaders avoiding debate and dialogue

in favour of an endless repetition of sound bites and vanity

videos with little substance. Billions of dollars spent on

lobbying. It’s clear that Canadian politics is in a sorry state.

Through increasingly low voter turnouts and a general lack

of engagement in the political process, Canadians have

shown that they are dissatisfied and fed up with present-

day politics. At a time when Canadians across the political

spectrum are frustrated with political gamesmanship, it is

more important than ever to find ways to re-engage with

our communities, our leaders, and our political institutions.

In Bob Rae, Canadians hear the voice of reason they

need, and in What’s Happened to Politics?, they finally get

an definitive account of the problems plaguing their

national politics. Touching on everything from polling to

issues of social justice to the way in which political parties

package their candidates, Rae identifies the shortcomings

of the current Canadian political framework, and what we,

as citizens, can do to remedy that. With remarkable insight

and startling accuracy, Rae envisions a political forum

where citizens are inspired to participate, instead of feeling

disenfranchised. Timely, filled with real-world examples,

and told from the point of view of an experienced

statesman, What’s Happened to Politics? is necessary

reading for all Canadians, regardless of their political

affiliation. Erudite, engaged, and keenly attuned to the

frustrations expressed by Canadians across the political

spectrum, Rae shows why he is the leading voice on

Canadian politics.

Simon & Schuster

192 pages

9780773548633

Paperback | $24.95
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What Is Government Good At?: A Canadian Answer

Donald J Savoie

Winner: Donner Prize for Excellence and

Innovation in Public Policy Writing by Canadians (2016)

Winner: New Brunswick Book Award for Non-Fiction (2016)

Recent decades have shown the public's support for

government plummet alongside political leaders’ credibility.

This downward spiral calls for an exploration of what has

gone wrong. The questions "What is government good at?"

and "What is government not good at?" are critical ones -

and their answers should be the basis for good public

policy and public administration. In What Is Government

Good At?, Donald Savoie argues that politicians and public

servants are good at generating and avoiding blame,

playing to a segment of the population to win the next

election, embracing and defending the status quo, adding

management layers and staff, keeping ministers out of

trouble, responding to demands from the prime minister

and his office, and managing a complex, prime minister-

centred organization. Conversely, they are not as good at

defining the broader public interest, providing and

recognizing evidence-based policy advice, managing

human and financial resources with efficiency and frugality,

innovating and reforming itself, being accountable to

Parliament and to citizens, dealing with non-performers,

paying sufficient attention to service delivery, and

implementing and evaluating the impact of policies and

programs. With wide implications for representative

democracy, What Is Government Good At? is a persuasive

analysis of an approach to government that has opened

the door to those with the resources to influence policy and

decision-making while leaving average citizens on the

outside looking in.

McGill-Queen's University Press

384 pages

9781250056115

Paperback | $19.50
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Scarcity: The New Science of Having Less and How It

Defines Our Lives

Sendhil Mullainathan, Eldar Shafir

In this provocative book based on cutting-edge

research, Sendhil Mullainathan and Eldar Shafir show that

scarcity creates a distinct psychology for everyone

struggling to manage with less than they need. Busy

people fail to manage their time efficiently for the same

reasons the poor and those maxed out on credit cards fail

to manage their money. The dynamics of scarcity reveal

why dieters find it hard to resist temptation, why students

and busy executives mismanage their time, and why the

same sugarcane farmers are smarter after harvest than

before.Once we start thinking in terms of scarcity, the

problems of modern life come into sharper focus, and

Scarcity reveals not only how it leads us astray but also

how individuals and organizations can better manage

scarcity for greater satisfaction and success.

Picador

304 pages

9781594037641

Hardcover | $32.50

Political Science

Feb 17, 2015

Ctn Qty: 24

The Great Divide: Why Liberals and Conservatives Will

Never, Ever Agree

William D Gairdner

The theme ofThe Great Divide is that the

populations of the democratic world, from Boston to Berlin,

Vancouver to Venice, are becoming increasingly divided

from within, due to a growing ideological incompatibility

between modern liberalism and conservatism. This is partly

due to a complex mutation in the concept of liberal

democracy itself, and the resulting divide is now so wide

that those holding to either philosophy on a whole range of

topics: on democracy, on reason, on abortion, on human

nature, on homosexuality and gay marriage, on freedom,

on the role of courts ... and much more, can barely speak

with each other without outrage (the favorite emotional

response from all sides). Clearly, civil conversation at the

surface has been failing - and that could mean democracy

is failing.This book is an effort to deepen the conversation.

It is written for the non-specialist, and aims to reveal the

less obvious underlying ideological forces and

misconceptions that cause the conflict and outrage at the

surface - not with any expectation the clash of values will

evaporate, but rather that a deeper understanding will

generate a more intelligent and civil conversation.As an aid

to understanding, the book contains a handful of Tables

directly comparing modern liberal and conservative views

across a range of fundamental moral and political 'issues'

so that curious readers can answer the book's main

question: 'Where Do You Stand?' An interesting result in

testing this exercise has been the number of people who

find they 'think' one way, but 'live' another.

Encounter Books

280 pages

9780345806222

Paperback | $20.00
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Saving Capitalism: For the Many, Not the Few

Robert B Reich

America was once celebrated for and defined by

its large and prosperous middle class. Now, this middle

class is shrinking, a new oligarchy is rising, and the country

faces its greatest wealth disparity in eighty years. Why is

the economic system that made America strong suddenly

failing us, and how can it be fixed? Leading political

economist and bestselling author Robert B. Reich presents

a paradigm-shifting, clear-eyed examination of a political

and economic status quo that no longer serves the people,

exposing one of the most pernicious obstructions to

progress today: the enduring myth of the “free market”

when, behind the curtain, it is the powerful alliances

between Washington and Wall Street that control the

invisible hand. Laying to rest the specious dichotomy

between a free market and “big government,” Reich shows

that the truly critical choice ahead is between a market

organized for broad-based prosperity and one designed to

deliver ever more gains to the top. Visionary and acute,

Saving Capitalism illuminates the path toward restoring

America’s fundamental promise of opportunity and

advancement.

Vintage

304 pages
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A book club led by Julie Sedivy, a local scholar and writer, for conservatives and liberals who want to get out of their 
bubbles and bridge the great divide. Buy the books, read them, and come join us for a lively discussion every month.
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