
in our  GOOD BOOKS

VolumeOneBookstore

VOLUME 5 | SPRING 2013

HOW TO F I N D US

149 Kenneth Street
Duncan, BC  V9L 1N5

250.748.1533
email: volume1@islandnet.com

www.volumeone.ca

STOR E HOU RS
Monday ~ Saturday

9:30 - 5:30

Sunday 
12:00 - 4:00

Check online for Holiday hours

One of the more interesting, more challenging and more important things that 
we do here at Volume One is to choose the books that fill our shelves. To help us 
with this we attend a book fair twice a year — a gathering where booksellers from 
all over the province can meet with representatives from all the major publishers. 
This past February, the event was held at Laurel Point Inn in Victoria.

The first day the gathering was mainly for booksellers — thirty to forty of us 
from all around the province from Terrace to Cranbrook. Being in a room together 
reminds us that we are part of a community, something easily forgotten as we 
spend most of our time back in our home towns and cities. We tried to make 
sense of the changes in the industry with colleagues who are all experiencing the 
same situations. We also had a session from our computer people on new tools 
that are becoming available through the computer programs that promise to 
make us better at finding the books you request.

Then the publishers moved in. The hotel’s atrium and a side display room were 
soon filled with tables, each publisher showing samples of their books, posters 
announcing books to come in the next season, pre-publication reading copies 
of titles they hoped might entice and impress, as well as piles of catalogues, lists, 
and recommendations. We made notes and placed orders, gave feedback and 
caught up on the industry news. Then it was home again to wait until the boxes 
started to arrive.

And now there are new books in the store. We’ve read some, are delighted 
with some, and, it must be admitted, disappointed with a few. Often we buy with 
particular customers in mind, so getting to share our choices, and listening to 
how they are received, is the real fun of work in the bookstore.

Gift Certificates, available 
in any denomination, 
make the perfect gift!
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KIDS CORNER
Volume One Bookstore has a full 
collection of books for children of all 
ages: from birth to young adults. Our 
staff are knowledgeable and can assist 
you in choosing books that will be 
enjoyed by all!

Reading or being read to helps to 
develop a child’s imagination. Through 
stories, children are introduced to 
animals, other people, lands and 
experiences. Young readers can take 
fantastic journeys through stories.

Whether you have tales to tell using 
critter characters or whether you simply 
appreciate puppets, we have a veritable 
menagerie of interactive characters to 
complement your bookshelves. 

Meet one of the two 
owners: Garry. It’s 
easy to spot Garry 
(hint: he’s our only 
fella); he is typically 
at the helm Mondays 
through Wednesdays 
and is an engaging conversationalist.

GARRY SUGGESTS...

Wolf Hall and Bring Up the 
Bodies by Hilary Mantel
The first two volumes of a planned trilogy 
to recreate the life of Thomas Cromwell, 
Henry VIII’s chancellor and chief fixer 
of problems, these books are historical 
fiction at its best. You understand why 
these people — Henry, Anne Boleyn, 
Thomas himself and the other courtiers 
— had little choice but to act as they did, 
thus creating the crucial events of the 
period which drove English history for 
the next two centuries. 

Wolf Hall  PB | $18.99* 
Bring Up the Bodies PB | $24.99*

The Hare with Amber Eyes by 
Edmund de Waal
An English ceramicist inherits a set of 
miniature Japanese carvings that have 
been in his family since the late eighteen 
hundreds and this triggers a journey 
to understand the lives of the previous 
owners. From Paris of the Impressionists 
where his Jewish forebears got caught 
up in the Dreyfus affair, to anti-Semitic 
Nazi Vienna to post war reconstruction 
in Japan, you discover with him the 
ever-changing fortunes of a great 
family. PB | $18.50*

Why Nations Fail by Daron Acemoglu 
A wide ranging examination of economic 
history to support a general conclusion 
about what separates states that work 
from those that fail. (Spoiler Alert: having 
a government open to criticism and 
non-violent change trumps geography, 
resources and everything else.) To 
describe how these positive conditions 
can come to either fail or prevail, the 
authors make fascinating excursions into 
the history of a great many states, large 
and small. PB | $20.00*

Janice is the other 
owner and is usually 
steering the shop 
from Thursdays to 
Saturdays; you can 
often see her with a 
winning smile and a 

cinnamon latte. She is also the creator of the 
images you see on our bookmarks.

JAN SUGGESTS...

Return of a King by William Dalrymple
Britain invaded Afghanistan in 1839. 
This is an outstanding account of that 
invasion told by a masterful storyteller 
and historian. One can’t help being 
impressed by how much history has 
been forgotten, and how common are the 
failures of empires. PB | $22.00*

Shadows on the Rock by Willa Cather
Renewed interest in Willa Cather is 
long overdue. Born in 1873, she wrote 
movingly about the settlement of North 
America. This novel is an intimate 
depiction of Quebec City’s early years 
and the precariousness of the survival of 
the early settlers. PB | $17.00*
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STAFF PICKS cont’d
How it all Began by Penelope Lively
The author exquisitely describes 
the bumps and changes that ripple 
through a group of feisty and quirky 
characters after one random event. It is 
a smart and intimate look at ordinary 
lives arousing compassion and gentle 
humour. PB | $17.00*
•   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   

Lorna is the full-
timer behind the 
counter. She is the 
wizard behind this 
newsletter and our 
bookmark design. 
She is strong in 

cultural reads, especially in regards to 
Africa; and in what’s new and exciting in 
the literary world.

LORNA SUGGESTS...

Wave by Sonali Deraniyagala
In this very personal memoir Sonali 
shares with us her journey through 
grief and recovery after the December 
26, 2004 tsunami, that hit the southern 
coast of Sri Lanka, swept away both 
of her parents, her husband and two 
sons, leaving her a survivor. Raw, 
heart-wrenching and unfathomable 
are only a few words to describe her 
memoir. HC | $27.00*

And the Mountains Echoed by 
Khaled Hosseini
An endorsement rather than a review: 
Khaled Hosseini, author of The Kite 
Runner and A Thousand Splendid 
Suns, releases his new novel, And the 
Mountains Echoed, on May 21st. With 
my hands on an advance reader’s copy 
I was quick to get lost in this family 
story that spans multi-generations 
and tells how decisions made resonate 
through generations and over continents. 
In my opinion this book ranks right 
up there with The Kite Runner. I loved 
it! HC | $30.00*

Maureen, aka ‘Mo,’ 
is revered for her 
gardening magic — 
she is the one who 
graces our store 
with floral glory 
when her abundant 
garden allows. A voracious reader of fiction 
and beyond, and passionate about young-
adult reads (for the grandkids), she is also 
our gardening expert and is well-versed in 
local lore. Look for the ginger-haired gal.

MAUREEN SUGGESTS...

Life after Life by Kate Atkinson
“What if you had the chance to live your 
life again and again, until you finally 
got it right?”

Ursula Todd is born on a snowy night in 
1911 and dies. Then, on a snowy night 
in 1911, she is born and grows into a 
happy child, dies, is born and begins 
what turns out to be a very unusual life, 
again and again. As she moves from 
one life to another, she has moments 
of deja vu, making childish decisions to 
change the course of her life and as a 
result, the course of history. Atkinson 
paints a picture of a happy, boisterous 
family in prewar England and the 
suffering, horror and devastation of the 
war, in England and Germany, through 
Ursula’s changing views of the future. 
I think this creative, sometimes funny 
and often touching story is Atkinson at 
her best. HC | $29.95*

Sanctuary Line by Jane Urquhart
Jane Urquhart’s Sanctuary Line tells the 
story of a family in southwestern Ontario 
through the eyes of cousin Liz, now a 
scientist studying the Monarch butterfly 
and living in the old family home. The 
relationships and history of a family 
and its connections to Ireland, Mexico 
and Kandahar; of the charismatic uncle 
who “appropriates” the childrens’ lives; 
of her first love for Teo, the son of a 
migrant farm worker from Mexico; of 
her cousin and confidante, Mandy, who 
becomes a peacekeeper in Afghanistan, 
is told with beauty, intimacy and poetic 
depth. PB | $16.99*

* prices at time of newsletter production  
and may not reflect current pricing

Toby’s Room by Pat Barker
Pat Barker brings back the characters, and 
continues the story from her earlier novel 
Life Class. Toby’s sister Elinor, haunted by 
past secrets when he is reported missing 
during the first world war, is determined 
to find out what happened. Barker moves 
between past and present, between the 
Slade School of Art and Queen Mary’s 
Hospital, between art and surgery, 
exploring emotions and identities with the 
skill of the great storyteller. PB | $16.00*
•   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •  

Pat is an icon at Volume 
One, having been 
with the shop since 
1989. Pat’s known 
for her knowledge of 
children’s to young 
adult books, mysteries, 

and for spearheading the former satellite store 
in Mill Bay.

PAT SUGGESTS...

The Magic of Saida by M.G. Vassanji
The Magic of Saida is a new novel by this 
author, whose body of work includes six 
novels and two collections of short stories.

The Magic of Saida tells the story of a 
successful doctor who returns to Africa 
to find his childhood friend, Saida. His 
journey is motivated by a combination of 
guilt, memory, and hope that he can solve 
some of the mysteries of his childhood. 
He seeks answers to questions about his 
African mother and his absent Indian father. 
As a gifted child, he was taken from his 
small village (with his mother’s consent) 
and moved to a distant community where 
his father’s family was able to offer him a 
better education.

In his later years, after monetary and 
personal success as a doctor in Edmonton, 
he finds he needs answers to fundamental 
questions about his family history and his 
heritage.

This is a surprising book that shows how 
history and memory can both reveal and 
conceal the truth. HC | $32.95*
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Shirley enjoys read-
ing both non-fiction 
and science fiction. 
Outside the store she 
likes hiking, working 
out in the gym, and 
being in a dragon 

boat or an outrigger. 

SHIRLEY SUGGESTS...

Call of the Mild: Learning to Hunt 
My Own Dinner by Lily Raff McCaulou
When New York City gal Lily McCaulou 
took a job as journalist in Bend, Oregon, 
her plan did not include any hunting, 
whether of man or beast.

This memoir is filled with self-effacing 
humour as the author adjusts from 
mega-city to rural life. Meeting her 
future husband, Scott, was a bonus on 
several levels. As part of their courtship, 
he introduces her to fly fishing and the 
art of reading rivers. Two years later she 
would be reading the land for warm-
blooded prey.

As a journalist she met many hunters. 
Big surprise to find they did not all fit 
the gun-crazed stereotype. The majority 
acted as watchdogs and advocates for the 
environment. 

Lily offers up her research, giving 
statistics as well as reflections on the 
contrasting lives of food animals. Her 
steps to becoming a hunter are methodical 
and humorous.

She allays her gun phobia with a Hunter 
Safety course whose class primarily 
consisted of young children. She shops 
for her first shotgun, gets help shooting 
clay pigeons, observes a dove hunt before 
participating in a guided hunting trip 
designed for women, and bags her first 
pheasant.

Other hunts of small game follow but  
the author stops when two deeply 
personal tragedies cause her to regard 
death differently.

When she returns to the hunt it is for 
larger game. The final chapters chronicle 
the intelligence and stamina required of 
hunters. We learn how much work it is 
from field-dressing an animal on a hill to 
its final form in the freezer.

I doubt if I can ever hunt my food but I 
will certainly consider the lives of feedlot 
animals and make ethical choices. If one 
could hunt for food and treat the flesh 
with respect as Lily has, rather than buy 
some limbless protein on a supermarket 
styrofoam tray, we would be a kinder and 
healthier society. HC | $27.99* 
•   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   

Sonia is interested 
in growing food and 
rare plants, knitting 
socks, short fiction, 
and the outdoors. 
She’s learning some 
new ropes at the 

store and more about the complex world 
of bookselling.

SONIA SUGGESTS...

Tenth of December by George 
Saunders
George Saunders writes gutsy short stories 
about the down and out. He doesn’t seem 
to know any other kind of narrative. If 
you like characters that stay with you as 
you go about your day and challenge your 
world view read him and order his other 
collections. I did. HC | $29.95*
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STAFF PICKS cont’d SALE BOOKS
Our sale section has a constantly 
changing array of great deals. We aim 
for a wide selection at very affordable 
prices. Here are some of our current 
choices, all priced at less than $10.

An Alchemy of Mind by 
Diane Ackerman explores the 
evolution and functioning of 
the human mind.

Preserving Made Easy by 
Topp & Howard includes a 
host of produce-preserving 
techniques and recipes.

Inside of a Dog by Alexandra 
Horowitz examines how 
dogs experience the world, 
and how we experience dogs.

A Beautiful Place to Die by 
Malla Nunn is a dark and 
clever mystery set in 1950’s 
apartheid South Africa.

The Portrait by Iain Pears 
offers a complex and edgy 
mystery about art, set on 
France’s Brittany coast.

Dead Man’s Walk by Larry 
McMurtry is the first in the 
captivating Lonesome Dove 
epic.

White Tiger by Aravind 
Adiga, winner of the 2008 
Man Booker prize, is a black 
comedy with a modern, 
philosophical murderer as the 
central character.

And of course there are many, many 
more. If you don’t see the section just 
ask us. We’re happy to point you in the 
right direction.

* prices at time of newsletter production  
and may not reflect current pricing

“Books are no more 
threatened by Kindle than 

stairs by elevators.”
Stephen Fry


