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Every so often a neighborhood transforms itself, seemingly 
quite suddenly, as a new generation asserts itself. So it seems 
today in our little corner of Duncan. A few years ago, the 
parking lot down the street began its transition to becoming 
Kenneth Place and, though it has taken longer than we might 
have wished, it appears almost ready to house new businesses 
and a new group of residents to add life and energy to the street. 
Responding to the same cues, the owners of the abandoned 
building between Fabrications and ourselves moved forward. 
Demolition was swift — the building is no more and there are 
rumors of plans for an exciting development which could soon 
take shape. Meanwhile the Fabrications business was purchased 
by one of their staff, while our building has also found a new 
owner, and they have brought a fresh burst of enthusiasm. The 
city has also done their bit, moving their heavy machinery onto 
Canada Avenue for replacing the sewers. The disruption will 
be over by early June, we are told, leaving a refurbished street 
helping us all to get around the downtown more easily. All in 
all, the energy of new beginnings is palpable on the street.

Gift Certificates, available 
in any denomination, 
make the perfect gift!
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OF LOCAL INTEREST
Tofino and 
Clayoquot Sound: 
A History by Margaret 
Horsfield and Ian Kennedy
Extraordinary forces and 
events have shaped the 
history of this area. This 

fascinating book offers a wonderful 
historical survey while evoking the spirit 
and culture of the Sound. HC | $36.95*

Six Highways to 
Home by John Crouch
Early in 2011 John Crouch 
turned 70. That summer 
he flew to Whitehorse, 
got on his bicycle and 
pedalled the 2500 kms 
along six highways back 

to his home in Victoria. It is an inspiring 
and informative adventure. PB | $20.00*

Vancouver Island 
Butterflies by Mike 
Yip and James Miskelly
This gorgeous volume of 
photographs of 70 species 
of butterflies found on 
our Island, paired with 

distribution and status information, is a 
treasure trove and a must have for anyone 
with even a mild interest. HC | $34.95*

Seaside Walks on 
Vancouver Island  
by Theo Dombrowski
Including 39 coastal 
walks on Vancouver 
Island, this is a delightful 
resource for locals and 
visitors.  PB | $15.00*

Orca Chief by 
Roy Henry Vickers 
and Robert Budd
In this beautifully 
illustrated third 

volume in their series of Northwest 
Coast Legends, the Orca Chief shares 
the wisdom of sustainable harvesting 
of ocean resources and the respect 
necessary to ensure abundance for 
everyone. PB | $19.95*

Garry, one of the two 
owners, is also the 
tallest staff member. 
He believes in the 
value of independent 
bookstores and en-
joys presenting good 

books to our wonderful customers.

GARRY SUGGESTS...

The Blackhouse / The Lewis Man 
by Peter May
A wonderful pair of mysteries set on the 
Isle of Lewis, a very Gaelic outpost at 
the extreme northern end of the Hebrides. 
Fin MacLeod, who fled this area and 
became a cop in Edinburgh, is sent back 
after 20 years of complete absence, to aid 
in the investigation of a brutal murder. 
Memories are awoken, and the parallel 
stories of his youth growing up among 
a band of friends, lovers, bullies and 
victims, and his investigation peopled 
by the same group, albeit older and all 
bearing the weight of the intervening 
years. Well written, evocative and great 
mysteries. PB | $14.99 each*

Year Zero: A History of 1945  
by Ian Buruma
Buruma, originally Dutch with family 
stories shaped by the Nazi occupation 
and its aftermath, has given us a 
snapshot of the entire world in 1945 — 
a world of amazing devastation with a 
very uncertain future. The roots of the 
modern world and all intervening history 
are laid bare for China, Japan, and the 
large swath of Southeast Asia crippled 
by Japanese domination, for Eastern and 
Western Europe as the Cold War is being 
shaped, for the Middle East, India and 
other former colonial possessions as their 
former rulers collapsed. A fascinating 
view of history with much that has been 
glossed over in the interests of letting 
bygones be bygones. PB | $19.00*

Janice is the other 
owner, and though 
perhaps not the 
shortest staff mem-
ber, it’s a near 
thing. She believes 
a good bookstore is 
a reliable indicator of a vibrant, engaged 
and inquisitive community and feels lucky 
to be in business in the Cowichan Valley.

JAN SUGGESTS...

All the Light We Cannot See  
by Anthony Doerr
This masterful novel describes a girl and 
a boy and their lives throughout WWII in 
Europe. Marie-Laure is a blind girl living 
with her father “inside a tall, narrow 
house at Number 4 rue Vauborel” in Paris 
while Werner lives in “a clinker-brick 
two-story orphanage on Victoriastrasse 
whose rooms are populated with the 
coughs of sick children” in a coal mining 
complex outside Essen, Germany. Their 
lives, and the lives of those around 
them, interweave in surprising and often 
touching ways, despite all the tragedies 
of war. PB | $19.99*
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“Having your book turned 
into a movie is like seeing 

your oxen turned into 
bouillon cubes.”

John le Carré
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STAFF PICKS cont’d
JAN SUGGESTS... cont’d

Department Q Novels  
by Jussi Adler-Olsen
Beginning with The Keeper of Lost 
Causes this series centres around an off-
beat Danish detective now heading a cold 
case department with a very quirky staff 
of two. The mysteries, set in Copenhagen, 
are complex, compelling and darkly 
humorous. I found the 5 mysteries 
currently available in English thoroughly 
enjoyable. PB | $17.00 - $18.00*

•   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •

Dana’s hours have 
expanded in the 
bookstore, to our 
delight. She will 
also be at the 
Kelowna Book Fair, 
meeting people, 

assessing books, and learning more 
ways to use Bookmanager, the computer 
programme we rely on in the store.

DANA SUGGESTS...

Wonder by R J Palacio
‘I won’t describe what I look like. 
Whatever you’re thinking, it’s probably 
worse’.
August, a fifth grader with a severe facial 
deformity, navigates adolescence, family 
and new peer dynamics after entering 
public school. This book, told from the 
perspective of August, his sister and a 
friend, is a story of empathy, acceptance 
and compassion. A must read for all 
ages. (Junior Fiction +) HC | $19.99*

The Heretic’s Daughter  
by Kathleen Kent
Sarah Carrier and her family endure 
the harsh reality of puritan life in 
Massachusetts, facing harrowing ac-
cusations based in fear, pride and 
greed, couched in religious piety that 
sees her mother hanged and the family 
struggling to respond. This is a story of 
a mother and daughter’s complex bond 
and their courageous battle in the face 
of superstition and hysteria. PB | $16.99*

Red Rising by Pierce Brow
This book stars Darrow, a Red who toils 
beneath the surface of Mars. When he 
discovers the treachery of the ruling 
class, the Golds, he infiltrates it with 
the ambition to destroy it from within. 
Gaining entrance to the elite Gold 
academy, he finds that the games are 
more brutal and deadly than he could 
have imagined. PB | $17.00*

Longbourn by Jo Baker
This is a story where the servants 
in Pride and Prejudice take centre 
stage. In the Bennet household, there 
is just as much romance, heartbreak 
and intrigue happening downstairs 
as there is upstairs. An enlightening 
new perspective, this story finds its 
characters pushing class boundaries 
while in service to the Jane Austen 
characters we know so well. PB | $19.95*

•   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •

Mo is our lovely 
smiling green-
thumbed Celt. Her 
garden is a sight 
to behold and we 
are sorry we can’t 
show it to you. She 
is very generous with her floral bounty 
though, so bouquets on the counter are 
almost always from her.

MAUREEN SUGGESTS...

Close to Hugh by Marina Endicott is a 
compassionate and witty, poignant and 
comic novel about youth and age, art 
and life, love and death and about losing 
your mind and finding your heart, over 
the course of seven days. Hugh Argylle’s 
skull-cracking fall from a ladder gives 
him a slightly off kilter picture of his 
life and the lives of his family, friends, 
and their related younger, brighter 
generation. I love the rich characters 
and humorous drama of Ms Endicott’s 
newest. HC | $32.95*

* prices at time of newsletter production  
and may not reflect current pricing

Night Stages by Jane Urquhart is really 
two stories. The first is Tamara’s, a young 
English pilot living in post WWII Ireland, 
in the 1940s; then her lover Niall’s, and 
his long lost brother, Keiran’s. When 
Tam’s flight is fog-bound for three days 
at Gander Airport, she spends her time 
contemplating the mural in the airport 
waiting room. The second is the partly 
fictional story of Canadian artist Kenneth 
Lochhead and his creation of the “Flight 
and its Allegories” mural that Tam spends 
hours poring over as she reflects on her 
troubled relationships. HC | $32.95*

Sweetland by Michael Crummey
The small island town of Sweetland 
is slowly being abandoned. When the 
Newfoundland government offers each 
islander a resettlement package, the 
only stipulation is that everyone must 
leave. Moses Sweetland, whose ancestors 
founded the village, is the only holdout. 
Crummey, one of Canada’s finest novelists. 
beautifully mixes Sweetland’s haunted 
past and storm-battered landscape with 
the present, a portrait of one man’s battle 
to survive as his environment vanishes 
around him. HC | $32.95*

•   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •

Shirley is a winning 
Dragon Boat paddler. 
In the Women’s 
Senior C age category 
her team won silver 
in the 500 m race 
and bronze in the 

2 km race at the 2014 World Dragon Boat 
competition near Ravenna, Italy. Obviously 
her keen interest in physical fitness, diet and 
nutrition have paid off. Her advice in these 
areas is valuable. She also loves chocolate!

SHIRLEY SUGGESTS...

A Rock Fell on the Moon  
by Alicia Priest
Priest has researched her father’s theft 
from his employer in the Great Yukon Gold 
Heist. This is her memoir of a charismatic 
and doting husband who fooled many, 
including himself, into believing that 
he had found a Bonanza. Fascinating 
read. HC | $32.95* 
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SHIRLEY SUGGESTS... cont’d

Moving Forward Sideways Like a 
Crab by Shani Mootoo
A young man locates the mother who 
abandoned him. When they meet in her 
native Trinidad, he is shocked to find that 
Sid is now Syd, a man. Only when Syd 
is dying does he reveal the details of his 
life and his murdered friend. PB | $19.95*

The Honest Truth  
by Dan Gemeinhart
Mark is 12 and angry; he’s been sick 
for five years. He’s determined to climb 
Mt Rainier’s peak if it’s the last thing 
he does. Accompanied by his dog Beau, 
he takes photos and writes Haiku to 
document his journey. It’s only after he 
rescues Beau and is in danger himself 
that he finally realizes that it was the 
kindness of many that made his journey 
possible. (Junior Fiction) HC | $18.99*

•   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •

Sonia has taken on 
the co-ordination 
of our weekly book 
orders with verve 
and dedication. She 
is looking forward 
to the summer Book 
Fair in Kelowna and will, no doubt, come 
back with new ideas and possibilities for 
us all.

SONIA SUGGESTS...

The Inconvenient Indian: A 
Curious Account of Native People in 
North America by Thomas King
Judging by the CBC audience reaction 
to it being voted off Canada Reads, The 
Inconvenient Indian is the Canadian 
people’s choice. This is an influential book, 
told with humour, destined to change 
attitudes, and long overdue. PB | $21.00*

The Life-Changing Magic of 
Tidying Up: The Japanese Art of 
Decluttering and Organizing  
by Marie Kondo
This is a tidy little book and the author 
encourages you to get rid of it when you 
are finished with it … changing your life. 
I’ve found it very useful in changing my 
perspective on my possessions. Kondo 
encourages you to ask yourself when 
going through your things: “Does this 
spark joy?” If it doesn’t, out it goes. She 
even recommends that you thank each 
thing for serving its purpose as you say 
goodbye. HC | $19.99*

The Art of Stillness: Adventures in 
Going Nowhere by Pico Iyer
Pico Iyer has been entertaining us with 
travel writing for years. In this original 
TED talk he writes about joy, quoting 
Leonard Cohen and Emily Dickinson, 
amongst others. The idea is that you can 
train your mind to achieve joy by going 
nowhere at all. HC | $17.99*

The Buried Giant by Kazuo Ishiguro
This novel is set when the Romans have 
left a disordered Britain, King Arthur has 
died and a heavy mist affects everyone’s 
memory. An elderly couple choose to 
leave their village in search of the son 
they know they have but cannot remember. 
They have an uncertain future and their 
bravery stands out despite meeting ogres, 
pixies, ghosts and vengeful warriors 
along the way. HC | $29.95*
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STAFF PICKS cont’d INSIDE NEWS
Good bye to Lorna  
and Hello to Alison

We want to say a sincere Thank 
You to Lorna, who has moved on 
to a gratifying new chapter in her 
work life. She still helps us with 
the newsletter, and drops into 
the store to stay in touch with us 
all, and with the books. We look 
forward to very frequent visits 
so if you’re lucky you might 
still be able to get a good book 
recommendation from her.

At the same time we joyfully 
welcome Alison to the staff at 
Volume One. She has her shelf 
for recommendations like the 
rest of us, and we are looking 
forward to the discussions that 
inevitably take place about what 
we’ve read and loved, and what 
we’re not so keen about. If you 
haven’t noticed the section of 
staff recommendations, it is just 
behind the door on the adult side 
of the store.

* prices at time of newsletter production  
and may not reflect current pricing

“When I get a little 
money, I buy books.  

If any is left I buy food 
and clothes.”

Erasmus


