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I write this short piece to catch us up, to thank you for your 
patience during two amazingly busy months, and to wish 
everyone a safe and happy Fourth.

As is always true, this will be outdated no sooner than it leaves 
my hand, or rather, it will need updates. So please check with the 
Enews and Booknews as they post to see what crops up. 

Best wishes to all, Barbara and The Pens

NEW BOOK BUYERS’ CLUB 
SciFi/Fantasy/Horror. Suggested to us by fans of these genres. 
So we’ll do six per year, four for 2014, and the first is Lauren 
Owen’s debut just below. To join please email Patrick@
poisonedpen.com with your shipping address and CC details.

TOO GOOD TO MISS DEBUTS • = First Mystery Club Pick 
•Adam. Night Heron  (Random $28). I was forcibly reminded 
of Eliot Pattison’s Edgar-winning debut The Skull Mantra 
($16.99), one of our bestsellers ever, which began in a harsh 
Chinese labor camp far to the west of Beijing. PW Stars it, saying 
Brooks “takes readers deep inside the culture and daily routines 
of that country in his outstanding fiction debut. Li Huasheng 
(aka Peanut) has recently escaped from a remote Chinese labor 
camp after nearly 20 years of confinement for selling military 
secrets-a livelihood that he has now resumed with the help of 
one of his former conspirators who evaded capture. Meanwhile, 
Philip Mangan, a freelance British journalist recruited by his own 
country’s spies to serve as a messenger for Peanut, wants to sell a 
software key that would give the West access to China’s national 
security secrets, including information about troubles with its 
new nuclear missiles.” It was not easy to get these Signed copies 
so please don’t waste our effort!

•Go, Justin. The Steady Running of the Hour (SimonSchuster 
$28). 8 in stock. “There are so many reasons to want other 
readers to immerse  themselves in this all-embracing novel—
the shimmering unreality of life in London before Ashley’s 
deployment to France; the convincing portrayal of the grim 
horrors of trench warfare; the struggles of mountaineering on 
Everest; Tristan’s compulsion to discover a piece of his family’s 
past. Justin Go handles all these scenarios with a sure hand, and 
then concludes the whole with an entirely convincing ending. 
This beautifully haunting story will appeal to a wide audience of 
readers.” 

Giltrow, Helen. The Distance (Orion $35). Charlotte Alton has 
put her old life behind her. The life where she bought and sold 
information, unearthing secrets buried too deep for anyone 
else to find, or fabricating new identities for people who need 
their histories erased. But now she has been offered one more 
job. To get a hit-man into an experimental new prison and take 
out someone who according to the records isn’t there at all. It’s 
impossible. A suicide mission. And quite possibly a set-up. So 
why can’t she say no? Absolutely perfect for fans of Taylor 
Stevens. I think of women protagonists like this as a “softer” 
version of Uma Thurman in Kill Bill 1 & 2.

•Goodman, Lee. Indefensible (Atria $26). A June book becomes a 
July First Mystery Club Pick. See Books Signed in July below.

•Hayes, Terry. I Am Pilgrim (Atria $26.99). The NY Times writes, 
“This first novel by a screenwriter of films not renowned for their 
dialogue turns out to be the most exciting desert island read 
of the season. Yes, the 600 or so pages are headed towards a 
showdown between a brave and ultra-brilliant American secret 
agent and an equally fearless jihadist. But neither is written as a 
stereotype...” Another Times critic says, “By Page 50, this book 
has involved Detroit, Dubai, Red Square, the Black Hills of 
South Dakota, Santorini, Greenwich, and a Nazi concentration 
camp; its plot has touched on the martial art Krav Maga and a 
secret code disguised as Shania Twain music. Mr. Hayes’s globe-
trotting book has more kicks, twists and winks than anything of 
its dusty genre has provided in a long time. You will be happily 
surprised to find a new thriller franchise with brains to match its 
brawn.” He lives in Switzerland so again, not an easy book to get 
signed.

Owen, Lauren. The Quick (Cape $39). The New York Times 
writes, “The Quick is full of wonderful inventions while still 
providing the torn collars and hungry looks the genre demands. 
Like a corpse in a bag, Owens’ novel is lumpy in places, 
splattered in blood, and eventually opens up to horror. What 
fun!” The PW Starred Review notes, “In her debut novel, Owen 
captures the pacing and cadence of Victorian fiction without the 
sometimes florid language of that era. She manages to deftly 
balance a large cast of characters and several seemingly diverse 
story threads while keeping the reader guessing through all of 
the twists and turns in this tale. With its formal language, diverse 
cast of characters, explorations of prejudice and oppression, and 
a bloody secret at its center, The Quick is very much a Victorian 
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gothic novel written for a 21st century reader.”. A high-buzz 
debut, variously described as “A sly and glittering addition to 
the literature of the macabre… As soon as you have breathed 
with relief, much worse horrors begin.”—Hilary Mantel. Or “A 
suspenseful, gloriously atmospheric novel, and a feast of gothic 
storytelling.”—Kate Atkinson.

•Palmer, Matthew. The American Mission (Putnam $26.95). 
“Palmer’s first novel offers an insider’s look at the world of 
American diplomats stationed in foreign countries….”—Booklist 
thinking John Le Carré. Michael Palmer died too young, just 
after a trip to Africa. But ink flowed in his veins and on to those 
of his sons. Daniel writes terrific suspense in the Harlan Coben, 
Linwood Barclay vein. And now son Matthew debuts a terrific 
thriller, a thoughtful, exciting, and cynical First Mystery Club 
Pick based on his career in our Foreign Service. Read it and you 
will imagine the Benghazi tragedy—transferred to the Congo.  It 
left me more acutely aware of the exploitation more developed 
(OK, and greedy) nations have visited upon Africa leaving it 
even more open to exploitation by elements of its own people. 
And we see in vignettes of Foreign Service Officers spied outside 
the main plot how heroic some can be, as once were some 
diplomats, consuls, or regular citizens working in Nazi Europe. 
No wonder Madeleine K. Albright gives her endorsement to 
Palmer. “With their intelligence and humanity, Alex and Marie 
are easy characters to root for—but even the bad guys are well-
drawn and believable….This is first-rate fiction. Let’s hope 
Palmer has a sequel in the works.” — Kirkus Starred Review.

•Tucker, Neely. The Ways of the Dead (Viking $26). This debut 
by an author with his second novel completed, gained a Kirkus 
Starred Review. “Clinton-era Washington, D.C., provides the 
squalid, menacing backdrop for this crisp, crafty and sharply 
observed debut by a seasoned reporter. As the curtain’s about 
to fall on the 20th century, Sully Carter, a one-time war 
correspondent weighed down with physical and psychological 
scars, finds himself working the crime beat in Washington, D.C., 
at a time when criminal behavior is all but taken for granted at 
opposite ends of the sociopolitical spectrum. For all of Sully’s 
battle-hardened professionalism, his bosses don’t think he’s quite 
stable-or sober-enough to cover the murder of a teenage girl near 
a convenience store, especially since the victim is the daughter 
of a high-profile federal judge with whom Sully’s had (let’s say) 
negative history. Nevertheless, Sully works as if he’s in a war 
zone and eventually connects this murder with a series of cold 
cases involving dead and missing young women in the same at-
risk neighborhood.”  

A SPECIAL TREAT 
Baldacci, David, editor. Faceoff (SimonSchuster $26.99). 
With laid in bookplate signed by many contributors from the 
International Thriller Writers Association, plus Linda Fairstein 
has signed on her story page. If you live locally you can bring 
your copy in during this year and next for more signatures (we 
won’t count it in the 3 book rule!). Imagine Patrick Kenzie 
(Dennis Lehane) and Harry Bosch (Michael Connelly) working 
together on a case. Other pairings include Paul Madriani (Steve 
Martini) and Alexander Cooper (Linda Fairstein) as well as Jack 
Reacher (Lee Child) working with Nick Heller (Joseph Finder).  
There are eleven pairings altogether, some a surprise, but always 
interesting.” “Rhymes with Prey” by Deaver and Sandford is, for 
me, the plum in this ITW Association project/fundraiser.

AND MORE “TOO GOOD TO MISS” TREATS 
Aird, Catherine. Dead Heading (St Martins $25.99 UNSIGNED). 
CD (Seedy) Sloan and Constable Crosby, two of my favorite 
coppers, keeping Calleshire safe from malfeasance and actual 
evil doers. Lively, amusing, and cleverly plotted, this long-
running series is one of my favorites and this new chapter struck 
me as especially entertaining with an especially tricky mystery 
at its heart. A break-in at Jack Haines’ greenhouse exposing the 
orchids to a wicked frost seems to be mere malicious mischief. 
But Sloan’s intuition says there’s more. Similar reports then 
arrive and sabotage is hotly rumored—the local plant industry is 
competitive. Then Sloan and Crosby are drawn into the case of 
the missing, and mysterious, Miss Enid Maude Osgathorp, who 
lives simply but enjoys luxury travel. And her deserted home at 
Canonry Cottage house has been ransacked. All the clues are laid 
out but I didn’t see the end coming until…I neared the end

Burke, Alafair. All Day and a Night (Harper $26.99). This terrific 
legal thriller with its dynamite courtroom scene and tricky issues 
could only have been written with such style and accuracy by 
a lawyer—in this case, Law School Professor (Hofstra) Burke. 
It’s not that the novel isn’t a pacy thriller with a gripping story; 
it’s that you know you can trust what happens in Burke’s hands. 
Highly recommended—we have a dozen Signed firsts left.

Casey, Jane. The Stranger You Know (St Martins $25.99 UN 
SIGNED). Casey’s 4th Maeve Kerrigan is our June British 
Crime Club Pick. I’ve liked this series all along, yet this entry 
grabs me the most in a month where we’re spoilt for choice 
for terrific British crime. London copper Maeve is a wonderful 
character: resolute, creative, intuitive, admiring of her difficult 
partner DI Derwent. She’s up against someone who meets 
women, gains their trust, then sadistically kills them in their 
homes where no sign of a break-in shows. Puzzled how to move 
forward, Maeve is shocked when evidence points to Derwent 
whose secrets begin to emerge. How well does she know him? 

“The Maeve Kerrigan [novels are] all solid procedurals with 
exceptionally well-drawn characters whose relationship continue 
to develop in each entry. Derwent, a brilliant copper in Maeve’s 
eyes despite his numerous personality defects, serves as a foil 
and balance for her, and, with him at the center here, this novel 
attains further complexity in the interplay of the police-force 
members. Prime crime fiction.”—Booklist Starred Review. Start 
at the series’ beginning by clicking here to order.

Fairstein, Linda. Terminal City (Dutton $27.95). There’s magic 
in the history and function of this New York landmark, not to 
be confused with Grand Central Station which is a subway stop 
(who knew?). An underground city, tunnels, trains, a nut on the 
loose… Just a terrific read. As ever with former DA Fairstein, DA 
Alexandra Cooper is up to the task and professional to her toes.

Furst, Alan. Midnight in Europe Signed (Random $27). Paris, 
1938. As the shadow of war darkens Europe, democratic forces 
on the Continent struggle against fascism and communism, while 
in Spain the war has already begun.  A high-minded and high-
flying Spanish attorney finds himself entangled in the interests 
of the nearly defeated Spanish Republican army and dangerous 
stuff like running guns. The NY Times writes, “Mr. Furst has now 
approached that era [WWII] and the dread preceding it from 
so many different cultural and geographical perspectives” yet 
remains at the top of his game with “another fine addition to his 
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elegant, gripping, interwoven set of novels that will someday 
form a kaleidoscopic map of European powers forced into 
desperate alliances as they fight for their lives.” Wow, so true! 
We recommend rereading them all.  
 And for another such perspective, French, German, 
coming together at coastal St. Malo as it’s reduced to rubble 
by the Allies, don’t miss our last few signed copies of Anthony 
Doerr’s bestselling All the Light We Cannot See (Scribner $27). 
An Indie Next Pick and a Modern Firsts Club Pick. Fits right in 
with the 70th anniversary of the (coming) D-Day.

Grimes, Martha. Vertigo 42 (Scribner $26). This is the best 
Richard Jury in awhile, a truly delightful story moving between 
London and the country, with a clever plot underscored by some 
moments of real nostalgia in Jury’s career. For fans of British 
mystery, it gets no better.

Ifkovic, Ed. Final Curtain (Poisoned Pen $24.95). “Ifkovic’s fifth 
Edna Ferber mystery provides a splendid view of the highbrow 
theater culture of another era… Maplewood, NJ, 1940, as 
war looms. While George [S. Kaufman] can’t take anything—
including an unexplained homicide—seriously, the redoubtable 
Edna, debuting as an actress in one of their collaborations, 
The Royal Family,  refuses to let the case go unsolved in this 
rewarding installment.”—Publishers Weekly
Kahn, Michael. Face Value (Poisoned Pen $24.95). Not only a 
wicked plot, but much here about autism and also FACS, facial 
recognition software. St. Louis attorney Rachel Gold is well 
primed by the St. Louis attorney author for the professional 
challenges; in this case she and we find the personal ones 
touching.

King, Laurie R. The Beekeeper’s Apprentice 20th Anniversary 
Edition (Picador $27). Missed the start of the Mary Russell/
Sherlock Holmes partnership? Here’s your chance for a Signed 
copy of the anniversary edition with new material by King. She 
advises me she’s on track to debut the next, Dreaming Spires, in 
February 2015 here. It’s half Japan, half Oxford, and dedicated 
to Rob and me who accompanied her on her Japanese “research” 
trip.

Koryta, Michael. Those Who Wish Me Dead (LittleBrown $26). 
This standalone has earned major accolades, a movie deal, and 
a push for the talented Koryta whose first PI novel was a First 
Mystery Pick. I’m glad he’s moved from supernatural thrillers 
to one that imagines that the best place to put a teenager in 
Witness Protection is a program like Outward Bound, wilderness 
Montana. But no one imagined that…. Only 4 Signed firsts left. 
Hurry! 

Page, Katherine Hall. Small Plates: Short Fiction (Harper $27). 
This is a gem, stories with interesting plots that let Page stretch, 
varied time frames, and as a bonus, more delicious recipes. Most 
showcase caterer Faith Fairchild. A delightful gift idea for nearly 
anyone.

Pearson, Ridley. The Red Room (Putnam $26.95 June 19). This 
3rd entry in the exciting Rutherford Risk series displays both 
Pearson’s creative and research skills—you have a ton of fun 
and learn intriguing info. A priceless art deal takes John Knox 
and Grace Chu on a deadly adventure in Istanbul. Pearson’s 
tightly constructed action and expert pacing lend the novel an 
urgent energy. He offers the readers only the insights of his 

protagonists, so the disorientation and mystery surrounding the 
events are as real for the readers as the characters. In addition, 
Istanbul provides a stunning backdrop. The setting accentuates 
and propels the story’s themes of history, cultural differences and 
secrecy. As exceptional as the other elements of the novel may be, 
they pale in comparison to the book’s true treasure—the dynamic 
characters. From the protagonists down to the lowliest supporting 
characters, each exhibits dimension and fulfills a vital role.

Quirk, Matthew. The Directive (LittleBrown $19.50). One of my 
favorites for June, a terrific follow up to his Edgar-nominated 
The 500 ($15.99). Why do I like it so? The characters, the world 
of cons large and small. Harvard Law grad Mike comes from a 
world of small-stakes con men, his father having done time, his 
brother Jack your basic outlaw. Now, framed for murder, Mike 
is forced to play front man in a scheme to steal—before its 
release—the top-secret directive regularly issued by the Federal 
Reserve to guide U.S. economic policy. Hedged by betrayals, 
your heart hopes that Mike and Annie will find the steel not to 
succumb to the bad guys or to their relatives. So also, the unusual 
romance. And Quirk’s penetrating, deft view of New York City, 
how money works…. He’s just a terrific writer. We’re offering 
this at 25% off as a salute to embattled Hachette.

Rollins, James. The Kill Switch (Morrow $27.99). We have 
finally received a new batch of the Dog Tags created for this 
thriller featuring a former military K-9 and his handler, a vet, as 
they roll across a frozen Russia on a mission. It starts a series. 
I like it best of Rollins work—no supernatural elements, but 
good biochemistry and a pulse-pounding pace. If you missed 
this, order now while the Dog Tags last. See August for the new 
Sigma Force, The 6th Extension.

See, Lisa. China Dolls (Random $27). The best way to describe 
See’s latest thoughtful fiction based on fact (interviews) is to read 
this excellent piece published in the Arizona Republic June 24. 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/entertainment/books/2014/06/24/
lisa-see-talks-china-dolls-chop-suey-circuit/11325911/

 Slaughter, Karin. Cop Town  (Random $27). It’s 1974 in Atlanta 
where women in the PD battle (think Helen Mirren in Prime 
Suspect) hazing and other trials, including a serial killer of cops. 
Slaughter’s main character in all her fiction is Georgia, mostly 
Atlanta, and she pulls no punches in portraying prejudices: 
racism, sexism, and homophobia. If you liked Greg Iles’ Natchez 
Burning (Harper $27.99), some signed firsts left) which has been 
praised for its unflinching portrayal of race in 1960s Mississippi, 
rush to read this excellent standalone by Slaughter. Watch her 
Livestream program at http://new.livestream.com/poisonedpen/
events/3130169

Stevens, Chevy. That Night (St Martins $25.99 June 28). They 
said she was a murderer. They said she killed her sister. But-they 
lied.... “A terrific psychological thriller.”—Gillian Flynn. In a 
small town on Vancouver Island in the late 1990s, Toni Murphy 
can’t wait to graduate from high school. Her parents disapprove 
of her boyfriend, Ryan, and her perfect little sister, Nicole, has 
started hanging around with a group of popular girls determined 
to make Toni’s life miserable. Toni and Ryan have a plan to get 
away from everything, and they’re so close....Then, one night, 
Nicole is killed. Toni and Ryan are imprisoned and found guilty 
of her murder. Nicole’s killer—or killers—not only took the 
life of their victim, but effectively Toni’s and Ryan’s as well. 
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Seventeen years later, Toni is being processed out of prison when 
we meet her... “Stevens matches the success of her previous 
novels with character-driven drama and a clear commitment 
to the particular nuances of her Canadian setting. Readers will 
want to keep all the lights on as That Night moves into its final 
acceleration.” The Indie Next Pick: “What happens if you are 
a teenager accused of a murder you didn’t commit, the town 
considers you no good, and your parents agree with them? … 
This book is a rollercoaster of suspense and when the truth 
is finally revealed it is a relief, but then there is yet one more 
unexpected twist. What a ride!”

Thoft, Ingrid. Identity (Putnam $26.95 June 28). PI Fina Ludlow 
#2. Not long after her last case, Loyalty ($9.99), PI Fina Ludlow 
is still reeling from some heinous revelations about her family, 
so another mystery to solve is just what she needs. Renata 
Sanchez is a single mom who wants to find the sperm donor 
who resulted in her daughter, Rosie. The giver turns out to be 
a prominent man with connections in high places, but, luckily, 
Fina, whose father is one of Boston’s most successful attorneys, 
has plenty of connections of her own. When the donor turns up 
dead, Fina soon realizes that there is much more than DNA at the 
heart of this case. “In the second book featuring the pragmatic, 
gastronomically insatiable Fina Ludlow, Thoft takes a look at 
assisted reproduction and some of the ethics behind it, which 
dovetails nicely with the running theme of complex family 
dynamics. Fina is mercurial, dogged, somewhat snarky, and 
rarely takes no for an answer. Fans of Sara Gran’s Claire DeWitt, 
Bill Loehfelm’s Maureen Coughlin, or readers who like their 
heroines rough around the edges yet with plenty of heart will 
enjoy this very entertaining and surprising series.”—LJ 
Wellington, David. The Hydra Protocol (Harper $25.99 June 
7). I thought Wellington’s vampire novels were a kick, about 
the only paranormals I’ve liked. But he’s really found his voice 
writing thrillers as exciting as Silva, Taylor, and Thor. I was so 
impressed this inventive sequel to 2013’s Chimera ($9.99—2 
Signed firsts $24.99)) teams Capt. Jim Chapel, of U.S. Military 
Intelligence, with Russian spy Nadia Asimova. “Wellington 
wants those of you who haven’t kept up with the news to know 
that Cold War relics and new world order infighting have made 
the former Soviet Union a very dangerous place indeed. Just 
because the USSR is no more doesn’t mean it’s not armed to the 
teeth.”—Kirkus 

Winspear, Jacqueline. The Care and Management of Lies (Harper 
$26.99). The Indie Next Pick: “In this poignant portrait of the 
lives of two friends during the Great War, Winspear draws on her 
skill as a storyteller to illustrate the changes and opportunities 
these years brought to women. Kezia and Thea both had thoughts 
of being teachers, but the former marries Thea’s brother, a farmer, 
and the latter becomes a suffragist and pacifist. Both women 
grow and change with their circumstances, and, like many stories 
of the Great War, this one is not without tragedy.”

SIGNED IN JUNE BUT LATE… 
Note: Martin Kasasian’s 2nd novel cancelled for you due to 
printer error. It will publish in the US eventually. Also those 
waiting for Feb.’s sold-out MR Hall book will finally get it soon 
with apologies from London. Mistakes can be made there, too.

Billingham, Mark. Bones Beneath  (LittleBrown $43). Tom 
Thorne is back in charge—but there’s a terrifying price to pay. 
Stuart Nicklin, the most dangerous psychopath he has ever put 
behind bars, promises to reveal the whereabouts of a body he 
buried twenty-five years before. But only if Thorne agrees to 
escort him. Unable to refuse, Thorne gathers a team and travels 
to a remote Welsh island, at the mercy of the weather and cut off 
from the mainland. Thorne is determined to get the job done and 
return home before Nicklin can outwit them. But Nicklin knows 
this island well and has had time to plan ahead...

Brown, Rita Mae. Nine Lives to Die  (Random $26—in 
stock now). “Murder and mayhem are the order of the day in 
bestseller Brown’s well-plotted 22nd Mrs. Murphy mystery. A 
winter charity function ends badly when wealthy car dealer 
Pete Vavilov, a leader of the Silver Linings charity, which helps 
the disadvantaged youth of Albermarle County, Va., is found 
dead in his car during a snowstorm the same night as the party. 
Before New Year’s, another member of the Silver Linings 
Board disappears, series heroine Mary Minor “Harry” Haristeen 
discovers a skeleton, and checks go missing. As usual, the four-
footed characters—felines Mrs. Murphy and Pewter and their 
canine chum, Tee Tucker—do much of the sleuthing, as they 
provide wry insights into the book’s human characters.”—PW
Flynn, Rory. Third Rail (Houghton $25—in stock now). Patrick 
makes a June Hardboiled Club Pick. “When it comes to police 
work, Eddy Harkness is a natural. The young Boston detective 
already has a rep for his savant-like investigating abilities.  But 
bad luck and drama seem to follow Harkness and his family. 
Following a World Series game, a prank turns deadly and a Red 
Sox fan is dropped to his death over a freeway. Some folks think 
Harkness could have prevented it, and he is bumped down to 
parking meter duty in his home town of Nagog, Massachusetts. 
Plagued with guilt, Harkness goes on a self-destructive run, 
during which his police issue Glock is stolen and apparently used 
in fresh homicides. There’s also a new smart drug on the street, 

‘Third Rail,’ which may be the ticket back to Harkness’ spot on 
an elite Narco-Intel squad, that is if it doesn’t kill him first.  A 
stylish and fresh crime fiction debut by the pseudonymous 
Flynn. Perfect for Pelecanos fans.” Note: the July Pick by 
Bouman actually arrived first, so these may come to you out of 
chronological order.

Harvey, John. Darkness, Darkness  (Morrow $42). In this 
masterful unearthing of the grudges and resentments left behind 
by the Miners’ Strike of three decades ago, John Harvey has 
found the perfect case for Charlie Resnick to get his teeth into. 
All the ingredients are here: social history, the problem of male 
violence, the shadow of death, and, of course, the search for a 
decent cup of coffee. Anyone new to Resnick’s world should 
probably start here; John Harvey has saved the best for last.”—
Jon McGregor, echoed by Michael Connelly

James, Peter. Want You Dead (Macmillan $46). When Red 
Westwood meets handsome, charming and rich Bryce Laurent 
through an online dating agency, there is an instant attraction. 
But as their love blossoms, the truth about his past, and his 
dark side, begins to emerge. Everything he has told Red about 
himself turns out to be a tissue of lies, and her infatuation with 
him gradually turns to terror. Within a year, and under police 
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protection, she evicts him from her flat and her life. But Red’s 
nightmare is only just beginning. For Bryce is obsessed with 
her, and he intends to destroy everything and everyone she has 
ever known and loved—and then her too. James is a perennial #1 
British bestseller.

Jecks, Michael. Fields of Glory  (SimonSchuster $46). 1346. 
King Edward III is restless. Despite earlier victories his army 
has still not achieved a major breakthrough. Determined to bring 
France under English rule and the French army to its knees he 
has regrouped and planned a new route of attack. And on the 
beaches of Normandy his men now mass, ready to march through 
France to victory. But the French are nowhere to be seen. Edward 
sets up camp near a small hill at Crécy and waits. The Battle 
of Crécy will be a decisive turning point in the Hundred Years’ 
War… just as was D-Day almost 600 years later.

McGrath, M J. The Bone Seeker (Macmillan $39). When young 
Inuit Martha Salliaq goes missing from her settlement, her 
teacher, ex Polar Bear Hunter Edie Kiglatuk enlists her police 
friend Derek Palliser to help search for the girl. But once a 
body is discovered floating in a polluted lake on the site of a 
decommissioned Radar Station, Edie’s worst fears are realized. 
As the investigation into Martha’s murder begins, the Inuit 
community – and Martha’s devastated family – are convinced 
the culprits lie within the encampment of soldiers stationed 
nearby. Before long Sergeant Palliser finds evidence linking two 
of the men with the dead girl. But Edie and local lawyer Sonia 
Gutierrez remain unconvinced. Why are the military quite so 
willing to cooperate with the investigation? What has Edie’s 
boyfriend Chip Muloon, a simple academic researcher, got to 
hide? And why has the lake where Martha’s body was found 
been suddenly cordoned off? A gripping, atmospheric thriller 
set in the Arctic’s long white nights. 3rd in a brilliant series that 
began with First Mystery Pick White Heat.
Miller, Sue. The Arsonist  (Knopf $25.95 in stock now). “The 
heart of the story really lies in Sylvie and Alfie’s marriage. 
Miller’s portrayal of early Alzheimer’s and the toll it takes on 
a family is disturbingly accurate and avoids the sentimental 
uplift prevalent in issue-oriented fiction. Miller captures all 
the complicated nuances of a family in crisis.” —Kirkus. “A 
provocative novel about the boundaries of relationships and the 
tenuous alliance between locals and summer residents when a 
crisis is at hand...Miller, a pro at explicating family relationships 
as well as the fragile underpinnings of mature romance, 
brilliantly explores how her characters define what ‘home’ means 
to them and the lengths they will go to protect it.” —Publishers 
Weekly. “Miller eschews easy cliffhangers or narrative deceits. 
The momentum grows instead from her compassionate handling 
of these characters... Not all questions are answered, nor all 
mysteries solved, but the end of the book is imbued with the 
same quiet energy that’s been building throughout...”—Elle, all 
quotes on a new novel from the best-selling author of While I 
Was Gone and The Senator’s Wife.

Parsons, Tony. The Murder Bag  (Century $21). A smashing start 
to London-based police series that begins in one of England’s 
oldest public schools, one founded by Henry VIII in 1509 (and 
where he had his prized dogs interred in a special grave). Max 
Wolfe follows his conviction in the face of orders to stand down 
and kills a suicide bomber. He gets The Queen’s Medal, but what 

he wants is to join the Homicide Division, and so he does, at 27 
Savile Row, London’s West End Central. Working with a mentor 
he respects, he’s thrown into one, then two brutal killings, men 
with their throats so cut they smothered before they bled out. 
Max connects the two victims through a photo of a group of boys 
who were pupils together at Potter’s Field school. Max, a single 
dad with a five-year-old daughter called Scout (shades of To Kill 
a Mockingbird) and a scared King Charles Spaniel puppy, isn’t 
going to last long with all that’s thrown at him in this—but it 
makes for an exciting, surprising read (albeit with one cliché I 
wish Parsons had skipped).

Robertson, Imogen. Theft of Life  (Headline $44) 3 Unreserved 
copies. London, 1785. When the body of a West Indies planter is 
found pegged out in the grounds of St Paul’s Cathedral, suspicion 
falls on one of the victim’s former slaves, who was found with 
his watch on the London streets. But it seems the answer is not 
that simple. The impact of the planter’s death brings tragedy 
for Francis Glass, a freed slave now working as a bookseller 
and printer in the city, and a painful reminder of the past for 
William Geddings, Harriet Westerman’s senior footman. Harriet 
is reluctant to be drawn in to the difficult and powerful world 
of the slave trade, but she and her friend, reclusive anatomist 
Gabriel Crowther, begin to understand the dark secrets hidden by 
the respectable reputation of London’s slave owners. Together, 
they negotiate the interests of the British government, the secrets 
of the plantation owners, and a network of alliances stretching 
across the Atlantic. 5th in a terrific series, not quite Georgian Noir 
but unflinching in its look at an era of accelerating change and 
concomitant greed. 

Shaw, William. A House of Knives (Quercus $41). London, 
November 1968. The decade is drawing its last breath. In 
Marylebone CID, suspects are beaten in the cells and the only 
woman has resigned. Detective Sergeant Breen has a death 
threat in his in tray and two burned bodies on his hands. One is 
an unidentified, unmourned vagrant; the other the wayward son 
of a rising politician. One case suffers the apathy of a depleted 
police force; the other obstructed by a PR-conscious father with 
the ear of the Home Office. But they can’t stop him talking to 
Robert ‘Groovy Bob’ Fraser—whose glamorous Pop Art parties 
mask a spreading heroin addiction among London’s young and 
beautiful…. William Shaw paints the real portrait of London’s 
swinging sixties. Authentic, powerful and poignant, it reveals the 
shadow beyond the spotlight and the crimes committed in the 
name of liberation. Start Shaw with Song from Dead Lips Signed 
($36); US title She’s Leaving Home ($26).

Walker, Martin. Children of War  (Quercus $46). A delightful 
new case for Bruno, Chief of Police. The St Denis charmer is 
already busy with a case when the body of an undercover French 
Muslim cop is found in the woods, a man who called Bruno for 
help only hours before. But Bruno’s sometime boss and rival, 
the Brigadier, doesn’t see this investigation as a priority—there 
are bigger issues at stake. Bruno has other ideas. Meanwhile, a 
Muslim youth named Sami turns up at a French army base in 
Afghanistan hoping to get home to St Denis. One of Bruno’s old 
army comrades helps to smuggle Sami back to France, but the 
FBI aren’t far behind. Then an American woman appears in St 
Denis with a warrant for Sami’s extradition. Bruno must unravel 
these multiple mysteries, amidst pressure from his bosses. My 
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favorite is The Mayor. Bruno, Chief of Police ($14.95), remains 
our bestselling trade paperback aside from Phoenix Noir 
($15.95), edited by our Patrick.

SIGNED IN JULY 
Abbott, Jeff. Inside Man (Grand Central $26 July 1). A terrific 
Starred Review from PW: “Thriller Award–winner Abbott draws 
on Shakespeare’s King Lear for his outstanding fourth Sam 
Capra novel. When Steve Robles, an old friend of Sam’s, is 
shot dead outside the Miami bar that Sam runs, Sam, a former 
CIA agent, resolves to find Steve’s killer. Under the name 
Sam Chevalier, Sam goes “inside” the luxurious Varela family 
compound in Puerto Rico, where Steve was working a security 
job for frightened Cordelia Varela. Meanwhile, Cordelia’s father, 
patriarch Rey Varela, is dividing his shipping empire—which is 
not entirely legitimate—among his three children, playing one 
against the other. Sam breaks laws to serve the good and rescue 
the innocent, while resisting Rey’s efforts to sweep him into a 
nefarious international scheme. Abbott injects enough of Sam’s 
back story to make his intricate plot believable, judiciously 
spices his tale with tasteful but usually interrupted romance, and 
convincingly makes Sam a genuine contemporary ‘chevalier.’ 

“I’ve liked all the Sam Capras with their character-driven 
plots— Adrenaline, The Last Minute, and Downfall— and we are 
delighted that Abbott is coming to see us for Inside Man! Order 
earlier Capras by clicking here.

Abbott, Megan. The Fever (LittleBrown $26 July 1). The 
Booklist Starred Review, echoed by Patrick: “Following her 
brilliant, cheerleading-as-blood-sport Dare Me ($15), Abbott 
returns to high school for another disturbing drama. In an 
isolated northeastern town known for its miserable weather, 
Deenie and her best friends, Lise and Gabby, find themselves 
at the center of a mysterious epidemic that causes girls to—do 
what, exactly? The symptoms are puzzling. Lise seizes in 
class, and Gabby collapses onstage during an orchestra recital, 
leaving Deenie to wonder if she’s next. Or is she a carrier? The 
affliction affects only girls, leaving Deenie’s caring science-
teacher father and her hockey-player brother feeling worried but 
utterly helpless. Despite texts and videos sent from hospital beds, 
information seems as scarce as in the Dark Ages, and rumors and 
misinformation fly: Is the cause HPV vaccinations? Or the water 
of the town’s dead lake? Is it—a thought that lurks darkly in 
Deenie’s mind— her recent loss of virginity? Once again, Abbott 
makes an unforgettable inquiry into the emotional lives of young 
people, this time balanced with parents’ own fears and failings. 
It’s also a powerful portrait of community, with interesting 
echoes of The Crucible: it’s the twenty-first century, and, in many 
ways, we’re still frightened villagers, terrified of the unknown. 
Abbott may be on her way to becoming a major writer.” Hmm, 
why maybe?

Airth, Rennie. The Reckoning  (Macmillan $43). The 4th John 
Madden mystery—at last! On a quiet afternoon in 1947, retired 
bank manager Oswald Gibson is shot in the head while fishing. 
In Scotland, a respectable family doctor is killed in the same 
manner—and with the same gun. What is the connection? 
Scotland Yard’s Detective Inspector Billy Styles and local 
detective Vic Chivers are baffled until a letter from Gibson is 
discovered that might shed some light on the case—a letter 
concerning former Scotland Yard detective John Madden. 
Despite Madden’s legendary memory, he has no recollection of 

meeting Gibson or any idea of what their relationship might have 
been. Madden is happily retired from police work, but agrees to 
help his former protégé Styles and the clues they uncover only 
deepen the mystery. The Unsigned August US edition goes to 
our British Crime Club members who don’t order the Signed 
UK edition.
Atkins, Ace. Forsaken  (Putnam $26.95 July 29). Thirty-six years 
ago, a nameless black man wandered into Jericho, Mississippi, 
with nothing but the clothes on his back and a pair of paratrooper 
boots. Less than two days later, he was accused of rape and 
murder, hunted down by a self-appointed posse, and lynched. 
Now evidence has surfaced of his innocence, and county sheriff 
Quinn Colson sets out not only to identify the stranger’s remains, 
but to charge those responsible for the lynching. As he starts to 
uncover old lies and dirty secrets, though, he runs up against 
fierce opposition from those with the most to lose—and they can 
play dirty themselves. Soon Colson will find himself accused of 
terrible crimes...

Bouman, Tom. Dry Bones in the Valley (Norton $24.95 
now in stock). Patrick’s Hardboiled Club Pick for July is “a 
beautifully crafted debut thriller with a powerful sense of place 
and unforgettable characters. Wild Thyme Township in rural 
Pennsylvania is where Henry Farrell retreated after his wife died, 
and he now serves as the town’s lone policeman. The area’s rural 
isolation is perfect cover for those who choose to live outside 
the law, and the discovery of a young man’s body on the land 
of an elderly eccentric is the start of a complex chain of events 
that twist and turn like the hilly Pennsylvania roads where they 
occur.”

Booth, Stephen. The Corpse Bridge  (LittleBrown $45—might 
arrive in early August). The old Corpse Bridge is the route taken 
for centuries by mourners from villages on the western fringes 
of Derbyshire to a burial ground across the River Dove, now 
absorbed into the landscaped parkland of a stately home. When 
Earl Manby, the landowner, announces plans to deconsecrate the 
burial ground to turn it into a car park for his holiday cottages, 
bodies begin to appear once again on the road to the Corpse 
Bridge. Is there a connection with the Earl’s plans? Or worse, is 
there a terrifying serial killer at work?  Back in his job after the 
traumatic events of previous months, Detective Sergeant Ben 
Cooper knows that he must unravel the mystery of the Corpse 
Bridge if he’s going to be able to move on with his life. As the 
pressure builds, Ben doesn’t know who he can trust and, when 
the case reaches breaking point, he has to make a call that could 
put everything —and everyone—at risk.

Box, CJ. Shots Fired  (Putnam $26.95 July 15). Stories from Joe 
Pickett country. Box joins us on publication day so you may wish 
him to sign and date.

Burke, James Lee. Wayfaring Stranger  (SimonSchuster $27.99). 
It is 1934 and the Depression is bearing down on Texas, as 
elsewhere. Hack Holland, his daughter, and his grandson Weldon 
are dealing with her disturbed state (a trip to the mental hospital), 
drought/dust, and other ills when two strangers in a car arrive 
on Holland land. It’s a chance encounter with Bonnie and 
Clyde, which echoes through the story. Ten years later, Second 
Lieutenant Weldon Holland and his sergeant, Hershel Pine, 
escape certain death in the Battle of the Bulge and encounter a 
beautiful young woman named Rosita Lowenstein hiding in a 
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deserted extermination camp. Eventually, Weldon and Rosita fall 
in love and marry and, with Hershel, return to Texas to seek their 
fortunes. There, they enter the domain of jackals known as the 
oil business. They meet Roy Wiseheart—a former Marine aviator 
haunted with guilt for deserting his squadron leader over the 
South Pacific—and Roy’s wife Clara, a vicious anti-Semite who 
is determined to make Weldon and Rosita’s life a nightmare. It 
will be the frontier justice upheld by Weldon’s grandfather, Texas 
lawman Hackberry Holland, and the legendary antics of Bonnie 
and Clyde that shape Weldon’s plans for saving his family…. 
Burke’s fans will recognize his lyrical strengths regarding the 
themes of social justice and class struggle, violence set to a 
stunning backdrop of natural beauty and destruction, and a Gulf 
Coast region that includes historically accurate details to delight 
Texas and Louisiana natives. He creates strong and convincing 
characters on the sides of both right and wrong, and through 
them writes a compelling American history. Perhaps more than 
any of Burke’s previous work, Wayfaring Stranger is a tender 
love story, proving yet again his versatility and skill in creating 
gorgeous, luscious, painful stories of the American experience.

Burton, Jessie. The Miniaturist (Picador UK $33). On an autumn 
day in 1686, eighteen-year-old Nella Oortman knocks at the door 
of a grand house in the wealthiest quarter of Amsterdam. She 
has come from the country to begin a new life as the wife of 
illustrious merchant trader Johannes Brandt, but instead she is 
met by his sharp-tongued sister, Marin. Only later does Johannes 
appear and present her with an extraordinary wedding gift: a 
cabinet-sized replica of their home. It is to be furnished by an 
elusive miniaturist, whose tiny creations mirror their real-life 
counterparts in unexpected ways. Nella is at first mystified by 
the closed world of the Brandt household, but as she uncovers 
its secrets she realizes the escalating dangers that await them all. 
This debut for fans of Chevalier’s The Girl with a Pearl Earring 
and Tartt’s The Goldfinch, set in 1700s Amsterdam, will be 
our August History/Mystery Club Pick, since I fell so in love 
with Beatriz Williams’ The Secret Life of Violet Grant (Putnam 
$26.95) tracking the investigation of a 1964 descendant of a 1910-
14 woman physicist who disappeared from Germany never to be 
heard of again as to her fate that I made it the July History Pick.

Castillo, Linda. The Dead Will Tell (St Martins $25.99 July 13). 
This is an amazing series filled with unexpected characters and 
real plot surprises. In its Starred Review, Library Journal agrees: 

“Thirty-five years ago in Painters Mill, Ohio, the Hochstetler 
family was robbed in the middle of the night. The crime began as 
a quick money scheme but swiftly turned sinister, resulting in the 
deaths of the entire Amish family except for a teenage son who 
escaped. No suspects were found, and the case went unsolved. 
Suddenly this cold case is back on the radar when a prominent 
man is found dead with a clue connected to the Hochstetler 
murders. Soon several other residents die suspiciously, all with 
hints tied to the 1979 crime. Chief Kate Burkholder and her 
police force work feverishly to connect the dots between the 
murder victims and the cold case before the killer strikes again. 
Cryptic notes and sightings of a ghostly Amish woman late at 
night are linked to the recent deaths. Is a supernatural vengeance 
to blame? Castillo weaves a taut mystery in her sixth series title 
(after Her Last Breath) that will keep suspense fans glued to their 
books.” I recommend reading this series in order—fabulous for 
vacations or lazy days where you could use stirring up.

Clark, Marcia. The Competition  (LittleBrown $26 July 19 2 
PM). This will be a tough year for Clark: it’s the 20th anniversary 
of the Simpson trial. She’s gone in a different direction in this 
ticking-bomb of a case for LA prosecutor Rachel Knight. The 
subject is tough: a school shooting. Called to suburban Fairmont 
High, the scene of the crime, by best friend Bailey Keller of the 
elite Robbery-Homicide Division of the LAPD, Knight finds that 
her presence may be far more than a formality when forensic 
evidence suggests that one or more of the mass murderers might 
have escaped. From there, the two women embark on a pedal-to-
the-metal race to solve the case before there’s another massacre, 
all while trying to keep their efforts under the radar to avoid 
spooking their quarry or panicking the public.

Doiron, Paul. The Bone Orchard  (St Martins $28). “Having quit 
the Maine Warden Service for various personal reasons, Mike 
Bowditch barely ekes out a living as a fishing guide, showing 
off Maine’s North Woods to tourists, in Edgar finalist Doiron’s 
excellent fifth series installment featuring thoughtful plotting 
and strong characters.” Though he still spends most of his 
time outdoors, Mike is acutely aware that he no longer has the 
authority to arrest lawbreakers, nor does he have the respect 
of his former colleagues. Mike realizes just how much of an 
outsider he is when his mentor and former boss, Sgt. Kathy 
Frost, kills Jimmy Gammon, a distraught Afghan war veteran 
and former military policeman, in self-defense. Later, a gunman 
seriously wounds Kathy outside her farmhouse. Despite his lack 
of authority, Mike joins the investigation into Kathy’s shooting, 
sorting through the list of suspects

Frank, Matthew. If I Should Die  (Joseph $36). For the Met 
investigation team’s newest member, Joseph Stark, death is 
already all too familiar. Injured in an attack that killed his fellow 
soldiers and tortured by nightmares since he returned, Afghan 
veteran Stark has enough on his hands just trying to recover 
without enduring the scrutiny and sideways glances of his new 
colleagues. The drink and painkillers he’s leaning on to keep 
going aren’t helping. And there’s only so long he can ignore the 
efforts of the Ministry of Defence to speak to him. When one of 
the victims of the attacks fights back it’s soon clear that there’s 
much more at stake than gangs preying randomly on society’s 
weakest members. But as Stark hunts down the truth—and the 
rotten heart of the crimes—his own strength is fading. It seems 
that the ex-soldier’s determination to see justice done may not, 
this time, be enough to carry him through. Starts a series with 
promise for fans of Mark Billingham, Peter James, Andy McNab, 
and Prime Suspect.
Giltrow, Helen. The Distance Signed (Orion $35). Charlotte 
Alton has put her old life behind her. The life where she bought 
and sold information, unearthing secrets buried too deep for 
anyone else to find, or fabricating new identities for people who 
need their histories erased. But now she has been offered one 
more job. To get a hit-man into an experimental new prison and 
take out someone who according to the records isn’t there at all. 
It’s impossible. A suicide mission. And quite possibly a set-up. 
So why can’t she say no? This is absolutely the right book for 
fans of Taylor Stevens.

Goddard, Robert. Corners of the Globe (Transworld $42). 
Spring, 1919. James ‘Max’ Maxted, former Great War flying 
ace, returns to the trail of murder and treachery he set out on in 
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The Ways of the World. He left Paris after avenging the murder 
of his father, Sir Henry Maxted, convinced the only man who 
knows about the mysterious events leading up to Sir Henry’s 
death is elusive German spymaster, Fritz Lemmer. To find out 
more, he enlists in Lemmer’s network under false colors and is 
dispatched to the Orkney Isles, where the German High Seas 
Fleet has been interned in Scapa Flow. His mission: to recover 
a document secreted aboard one of the German battleships. But 
the information it contains is so explosive Max is forced to 
break cover and embark on a desperate and dangerous race south, 
pursued by men happy to kill him to recover the document. The 
breathless chase will take Max from the far north of Scotland to 
London and on to Paris, where the world’s governments are still 
bartering over the spoils in the aftermath of the Great War.

Goodman, Lee. Indefensible (Atria $26). It’s almost like Deaver 
hung over his shoulder writing the end game(s). It begins when 
birdwatcher Cassandra Randall, accidentally observing two men 
digging a grave-like something in a state park that is probably 
in New England given references to shuttered mills. She reports 
it to the authorities and Federal Prosecutor Nick Davis in the 
US Attorney’s office, not taking it seriously, investigates the 
site. Voila—there is a body. Which turns out to be ‘a shy and 
likable kid who was selling pot to pay his college tuition.’ More 
deaths follow. Nick, who heads the criminal division of his 
district’s U.S. Attorney’s office, turns for help to such distinctive 
supporting characters as his world-weary FBI agent friend, 
Chip d’Villafranca, and colleague Upton Cruthers, his probable 
successor if Nick gets a Circuit Court judgeship. A ‘rotten 
summer’ of killings turns into a bitter autumn of self-doubt 
for Nick, who wrestles with both the prosecutor’s sin, failure 
of objectivity, and the defender’s, failure of loyalty.”—PW 
Starred Review. Despite threats to his extended family. Nick 
knows that he must hold fast to the law, until he learns the cost. 
And ultimately, he achieves justice in unorthodox ways even a 
strict constructionist might applaud. I certainly did. One could 
compare it to Landay’s bestselling DefendingJacob. The many 
faces of being a father Goodman paints are an additional plus. 
I wrote in June we could not get the author to sign but happily 
he’s traveling from Alaska to NY and so we get a First Mystery 
Club Pick.

Goodwin, Jason. The Baklava Club (Faber UK $35). Edgar-
winner The Janissary Tree ($16) won my heart from the start. 
Set in mid-19th Century Istanbul, rife with political and harem 
politics, menacing in its threat, delightful in its sleuth, it also 
transports you: “When you read a historical mystery by Jason 
Goodwin, you take a magic carpet ride to the most exotic place 
on earth.” —The New York Times Book Review. Now Yashim 
returns in his fifth and (so it’s said, but I hope it’s not true0 
final case, one where European politics, Italian and Polish, roil 
the Golden Horn and the Bosporus. Three naïve Italian liberals, 
exiled in Istanbul, have bungled their instructions to kill a Polish 
prince—instead, they’ve kidnapped him and absconded to an 
unused farmhouse. Little do they realize that their revolutionary 
cell has been penetrated by their enemies, who are passing along 
false orders under the code name La Piuma, the Feather.  It falls 
to Yashim to unravel all this—he’s convinced that the prince is 
alive and that the Italians have hidden him somewhere. Yashim’s 
dear friend the impetuous Polish Ambassador to the Porte 
becomes ensnared. The Valide (from Martinique, the widowed 

wife of the present Sultan’s grandfather) plays a role: she’s 
invited a young Russian from Siberian exile hoping to get the 
Ottomans to push the Tsar to pardon her father, a Decembrist, to 
Istanbul. Lots of fireworks accompany a pulse-pounding wrap to 
this amazing series. 

Greaves, Chuck. The Last Heir  (St Martins $27). A point of 
our Surprise Me! Club is to deliver one, whether with a new 
voice, a wild character, or a tweak in the plot. So here is the 
July Pick. Trial lawyer Greaves succeeds at all three elements 
in his 3rd investigation for LA lawyer Jack MacTaggart—I am 
crazy about all three and annoyed there are no paperbacks for 
you. An elderly, rich new client summons Jack to Napa Valley. 
Monsieur Philippe Giroux is distraught at the recent death of his 
younger son in a heli-skiing accident. His body has never been 
recovered. Philippe’s father’s will decrees that when the younger 
of Philippe’s two sons reaches 40, Chateaux Giroux and its 150 
wine-producing acres passes to them, away from Philippe. Elder 
son Phil is married to an activist who wants changes that are 
anathema to Philippe. And Phil is almost 40. So Jack’s task is to 
disprove that Alain is dead and stall off the transfer of power for 
2 more years. As Jack says, Philippe “is exactly the kind of client 
every lawyer needs—a worried millionaire.” And there are recent 
credit card charges to Alain’s AmEx card… So Jack and his 
law partner Marta Suarez, plus Marta’s life partner Regan Fife, 
former cop and now the firm’s investigator, head north to wine 
country and into a case that challenges on every front. I love the 
complications that Jack’s wanna-be screenwriting receptionist 
adds—including a movie star who’s a real person. Surprises 
abound and the final one is a lulu!

Gregory, Susanna. Death of a Scholar (LittleBrown $50). The 
20th for 14th Century Cambridge physician/scholar Matthew 
Bartholomew. In the summer of 1358 the physician Matthew 
Bartholomew returns to Cambridge to learn that his beloved 
sister is in mourning after the unexpected death of her husband, 
Oswald Stanmore. Aware that his son has no interest in the 
cloth trade that made his fortune and reputation, Oswald has 
left the business to his widow, but a spate of burglaries in the 
town distracts Matthew from supporting Edith in her grief and 
attempting to keep the peace between her and her wayward son. 
As well as the theft of irreplaceable items from Michaelhouse, 
which threatens its very survival, a new foundation, Winwick 
Hall, is causing consternation amongst Matthew’s colleagues. 
Note: Gregory retired from Cambridge so books have to be 
shipped to her into deepest Wales, hence the price.

Iggulden, Conn. Wars of the Roses: Stormbird (Putnam $27.95 
July 13). The span of British history from the progeny of William 
I (Angevin) to Henry II (Plantagenet) to the sons and descendants 
of Edward III who broke up into the House of Lancaster and the 
House of York, to end up with the glorious if short-lived Tudors, 
is like a giant soap. The Tudor industry is huge. To understand 
the Tudors, background is essential and British thriller writer/
historian Iggulden has undertaken the story of the Wars of the 
Roses, the contest between Lancaster (red) and York (white) for 
the throne. He begins in Stormbird with Henry VI, child of the 
great warrior king Henry V who survived battles only to die way 
too young from disease, and Catherine, a French princess who 
remarried to Owen Tudor, a Welshman. Henry VI was a child, 
never healthy, never warlike and never really sound. An alliance 
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was made with a daughter, Margaret, of the House of Anjou, 
meaning England gave up claim to more of its French lands. She, 
a sturdy queen, did her best but bad luck dogged her, her only 
son died, the Yorks gained a foothold…. This first volume is 
great stuff to read, Volume II is written. Readers of Sharon Kay 
Penman, Philippa Gregory, Kate Sedley, Anne Easter Smith, and 
the late Margaret Frazier will lap this up.

Kerr, Philip. Research (Quercus $42). “Bestselling Novelist 
John Houston’s Wife Found Dead at Their Luxury Apartment 
in Monaco.” So say the British tabloids. Houston, a thinly 
disguised James Patterson, is the richest writer in the world, a 
book factory publishing many bestsellers a year. He has hired 
writers, a team for his literary “atelier,” churning them out to 
his meticulously plotted outlines. Houston is a man who loves 
research and hates writing. So many people feed off his contracts 
and brand: his coauthors, his agent, his publisher and those 
working them—hundreds supported by the Houston franchise. 
Thus when he decides to take a year out to write something 
of quality, a novel that will win prizes and critical acclaim, a 
lot of people stand to lose their livelihoods. But Houston, the 
prime suspect in his wife’s murder, has disappeared—and is 
the Monaco police’s chief suspect. The wife was Irish, from a 
militant family, beautiful but no rose. It all sounds like the plot 
of a book—but whose, Houston’s? Or one of his ghost writers? 
Or a regular crook or thug? The snide observations, the wit, the 
humor, the dislike of Monaco, the take on publishing, is all very 
British. Kerr clearly had a perfectly marvelous time writing this 
and I enjoyed it hugely! It takes on greater relevance as amazon 
expands its tactics to British publishing, and the Germans file an 
anti-trust action. Book wars—who knew? The lesson here, and in 
Kerr, is that publishers can’t afford for any one writer or retailer 
to hold their industry hostage.

Koontz, Dean. The City (Random $27.99). Tip-ins. Jonah Kirk, 
son of an exceptional singer, grandson of a formidable “piano 
man,” a musical prodigy, is beginning to explore his own gifts 
when he crosses a group of extremely dangerous people, with 
shattering consequences. Set in a more innocent time not so long 
ago, The City encompasses a lifetime but unfolds over three 
extraordinary, heart-racing years of tribulation and triumph, in 
which Jonah first grasps the electrifying power of music and art, 
of enduring friendship, of everyday heroes.

Marston, Edward. Inspector Colbeck’s Casebook: Thirteen Tales 
(Allison $45). All original, and challenging.

McGee, James. The Blooding (Harper $45). For his 5th adventure, 
Matthew Hawkwood’s in America. 1812: Britain is at war with 
the United States. Matthew Hawkwood, former soldier and spy, 
has unexpectedly arrived in America. His plan is to head for 
Canada and the sanctuary of the British lines. But when he gets 
to Albany, headquarters of the American Northern Army, he spots 
a familiar face within a consignment of British prisoners – Major 
William Lawrence. As Hawkwood and Lawrence make their bid 
for freedom, they uncover a plan by the Americans to launch 
an invasion against Canada. If Montreal and Quebec fall into 
American hands, they will gain control of the entire continent. 
Hawkwood and Lawrence must pass the information to the 
British before it’s too late. For fans of Bernard Cornwell, Conn 
Iggulden, and Patrick O’Brian.

McGrath, MJ. The Bone Seeker  (Macmillan $39). The Canadian 
Arctic and the culture of the Inuits form the intriguing landscape 
for this third case for Edie Kiglatuk. She’s in Kuujuaq, a village 
where summer makes dwellings too hot for Edie. When Edie 
and Sgt. Derek Palliser, her policeman friend headquartered in 
Kuujuaq, find student Martha Salliaq’s body in a desolate lake, 
Derek deputizes Edie to help with the case. Martha’s father 
recently won a lawsuit against the government, enabling the 
village to reclaim land used for a Cold War radar base, and the 
military is about to start its cleanup. When the Department of 
Defense suddenly takes over the site and the case, the Salliaqs’ 
lawyer suspects that Martha’s death might be connected 
to government secrets. The relationships are complex and 
surprising. 3rd in series.

Michael, Livi. Succession (Penguin UK $35). 1445. Henry 
VI is married by proxy to Margaret of Anjou: an unpopular 
choice that causes national uproar. At the same time, the infant 
Margaret Beaufort is made a great heiress after her father, the 
Earl of Somerset’s, death. Everyone at court is competing to be 
her guardian: she brings with her the Beaufort fortune and an 
advantageous alliance with her uncle. In the years that follow, 
English rule in France collapses, Henry VI goes insane, civil war 
erupts, and families are pitted against each other. And though 
Margaret Beaufort is still little more than a child, by the age of 
thirteen she has married twice and given birth to her only son, 
the future King of England. For readers like me fascinated by 
Anya Seton’s Katherine; also background for the Conn Iggulden 
historical listed here.

Moyes, Jojo. One Plus One (Viking $27.95). “Popular British 
author Moyes (2013’s The Girl You Left Behind) offers another 
warmhearted, off-kilter romance, this one between a financially 
strapped single mother and a geeky tech millionaire. Ten years 
ago, Jess Thomas got pregnant and dropped out of high school to 
marry Marty. Two years ago, hapless Marty temporarily moved 
out of their home on the southern coast of England to sort out his 
life. He never returned. Cleaning houses by day and working in 
a pub at night, Jess barely earns enough to support her 10-year-
old daughter, Tanzie, and her 16-year-old stepson, Nicky, whom 
she’s been raising since he was 8.”—Kirkus.  Math genius Tanzie 
can attend the perfect private school for nurturing her if Jess can 
raise money to go with the scholarship. The only hope is winning 
prize money at a math tournament in Scotland, but how to get 
there? Enter Ed, computer whiz, at loose ends.... Moyes has a 
wonderful, warm style and quirky imagination, and in her 2013 
book, displays a real command of history, mystery, and tragedy. 
This is one under the fun is looking at the widening gap between 
have and have-nots.

Muller, Marcia. The Night Searchers  (Grand Central $27). 
Muller continues to change up Sharon McCone’s personal and 
professional life, no small achievement for such a long-running 
series. The constellation of characters, family and employees, 
change too. This unusual case begins with a client: a man who 
brings in his wife who claims to be beset with weird occurrences, 
most recently witnessing some kind “human sacrifices” in a 
building site. Skeptical, McCone soon becomes involved with 
an urban treasure hunting group called The Night Searchers who 
roam San Francisco. Just what are they up to after dark? And 
will McCone and husband Hy figure out how to consolidate their 
companies and work together in a realistic way?
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Pronzini, Bill. Strangers  (Forge $27). #43 for Nameless! Cody 
Hatcher is the kind of teenager you don’t want your kids hanging 
with.  That’s the book on him and it’s why the citizens of Mineral 
Springs have no problem at all believing that he’s guilty of three 
rapes.  His mother, Cheryl, an old lover of Nameless’, is also 
being harassed by vindictive townspeople. It’s against such odds 
that he must work to prove Cody innocent.  There are few to 
help him and plenty to get in his way.  It’s a classic situation for 
an iconic private investigator. “Pronzini is a pro at PI Fiction: 
he never cheats on the reader, respecting the conventions of the 
hard-boiled detective stories and puzzle mysteries he employs so 
well.”—Library Journal.
Rankin, Ian. Dark Road (Orion $34). It’s been 25 years since 
Alfred Chalmers was convicted of the gruesome murder of four 
young women in Edinburgh. Isobel McArthur, Scotland’s first 
Chief Superintendent, was the woman responsible for putting 
him behind bars, but the case has haunted her ever since. Now, 
with her retirement approaching, McArthur decides the time 
has come for answers. A play co-written by Rankin and Royal 
Lyceum’s Artistic Director Mark Thomson.

Rosenfelt, David. Hounded  (St Martins $28). This time it’s an 
orphaned boy and a basset hound that prompt NJ lawyer Andy 
Carpenter to get off the couch and into the game. Andy and 
his lover and investigator Laurie Collins have been summoned 
to the crime scene by a mysterious call from their friend, the 
cop Pete Stanton, who has just discovered the corpse of ex-con 
Danny Balfour. Pete has summoned Andy and Laurie to scoop 
up boy and dog so they don’t get shunted into the “system.” 
This isn’t such a big favor although Tara, the Carpenter resident 
Golden, may have some say. But when Pete is arrested as suspect 
number on in Balfour’s murder, he needs a bigger one: Andy 
Carpenter for the defense, or even better, to preclude the need for 
a defense….

Rucka, Greg. Bravo (Mulholland $27). The follow up to Alpha 
($8). Jad Bell, still recovering from emotional and physical 
trauma, is tasked with bringing in the Uzbek, the principal 
orchestrator of the terrorist attack that nearly cost Bell his wife 
and daughter. But the Uzbek’s employer, the Architect, has 
already set an even deadlier attack in motion. Two women in 
deep cover are at the heart of his plot. The American may have 
crucial intel, but considering she’s been someone else for years, 
can it—and she—be trusted? Familiar Rucka tropes about love 
and family enrich the story. Rucka may sign this here, we don’t 
know yet.

Sandford, John. Uncaged  (Random $18.99) Signed by Sandford 
and wife and writing partner Michele Cook, and dated July 8, 
pub day. They are flying in on the 7th and flying out that night, 
no event. This is a thriller for teens on up—no Sandford book is 
really going to be kid stuff, no? We have Shay, on a quest to find 
her brother in Hollywood armed with $58 and a knife. Odin, a 
brilliant hacker and of course, a loose cannon. A radical activist 
group intent at striking at Singular Corp. research lab, a place 
Odin leaves with a high of highly encrypted flash drives…and a 
security team in pursuit… We are restocked with Signed copies 
of Field of Prey (Putnam $28.95). Sandford’s October book for 
Virgil is Deadline  (Putnam $27.95).

Silva, Daniel. The Heist (Harper $27.99). A terrific story begins 
with the legendary spy Allon restoring an altarpiece in Venice 
where he and a pregnant Chiara are happy, more or less relaxed—
although she’s working with her father, the city’s chief rabbi, 
in the Ghetto. But an urgent summons from the Italian police 
interrupts this idyll (a prelude to Gabriel’s taking over the Office). 
The Allons’ friend, London gallery owner Julian Isherwood, is 
being held as a suspect in a chilling murder up on Lake Como. 
The head of Italy’s Art Squad, intent upon finally recovering 
a long-lost Caravaggio Nativity scene, has no scruples in 
blackmailing Allon with the threat to Isherwood to help his 
recovery effort out. However the dead man was once a British 
spy and he had a secret…. It all moves Allon from Venice to 
Marseilles, Corsica, Paris, and Geneva, and eventually to Austria. 
Without making a spoiler I’ll say that Silva is the first to write 
about a particular regime and he does so with chilling insight in 
his 17th novel. Highly recommended.

Stevens, Taylor. The Catch (Crown $25). We may swing signed 
copies of this new Vanessa Michael Monroe thriller which begins 
in Djibouti and boards an old freighter for a terrifying journey 
down the east Africa coast where it is attacked of Somali. But not 
as you might think… Please check the Enews or July Booknews 
or with us for an update. 

Taylor, Brad. Days of Rage  (Dutton $27.95 July 16). Intent 
on embroiling the US in a quagmire that will sap its economy 
and drain its legitimacy, Russia passes a potential weapon of 
mass destruction to Boko Haram, an extreme Islamic sect in 
Nigeria. A relic of the Cold War, the Russian FSB believes the 
weapon has deteriorated and is no longer effective, but they are 
wrong. Trying to solve the riddle of who might be stalking them, 
Pike Logan and the Taskforce have no idea what’s been set in 
motion; but there’s another secret from the Cold War buried 
in the Russian FSB, and exposing it will mean the difference 
between life and death—not only for Pike and his partner, 
Jennifer, but for perhaps millions more. PW writes, “Taylor is 
adept at combining past tragedies, like the terrorist attack on the 
1972 Munich Olympics, with more recent developments, like the 
Snowden disclosures, and tracking the geopolitical changes in 
between. Throw in modern technology, gunfights, hand-to-hand 
combat, and a daring race to prevent a disaster that would make 
the Munich Olympics attack pale by comparison, and you have 
a thriller that really thrills.” If you are mourning Vince Flynn, 
Taylor is your author.

Thor, Brad. Act of War  (Atria $27.99 July 12). This is unusual 
and gripping, my favorite plot for Thor’s Scot Harvath series. 
The action ranges from North Korea and a SEALS team 
infiltration to Hong Kong to the UAE and to locations like the 
USS Florida, Boston, and McLean, for Harvath. I like the way 
the story is told, switching from one POV to another. And what I 
really like is Thor’s take on China, its goals and strategies. Scary 
stuff—possibly all too real. An excellent thriller.

Tremayne, Peter. The Devil’s Seal  (Headline $43). The 25th 
Sister Fidelma Mystery. When a curious deputation of religieux 
arrives in Cashel, death follows close behind and Sister Fidelma 
and her companion, Eadulf, seem unable to stem the bloodshed 
and discover the sinister reason behind it. Is one of the deputation 
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responsible? What was the Venerable Verax, the elderly scholar 
from Rome, hiding? Was there an evil secret behind the austere 
and arrogant Bishop Arwald of Magonsaete? Indeed, what was 
the real reason behind Eadulf’s own brother, Egric’s, unexpected 
appearance at Cashel to coincide with these events? Victims and 
suspects combined to make a tangled skein that results in one of 
the most complex and bloody mysteries that Fidelma and Eadulf 
have ever had to face.

Verdon, John. Peter Pan Must Die  (Crown $26). “Nero Award 
finalist Verdon combines a brilliant puzzle and psychological 
insight into his sleuth, Dave Gurney, in the stellar fourth novel 
featuring the retired NYPD homicide detective.  Much to the 
dismay of Gurney’s wife, he agrees to work on another case 
instead of relaxing at the couple’s upstate New York property. 
Jack Hardwick, who lost his job with the state police after 
helping Gurney in the previous book, asks the detective to help 
overturn a murder conviction. Kay Spalter was convicted of 
shooting to death her husband, Carl, a gubernatorial candidate 
running on an anti-Mafia platform, at his mother’s funeral, but 
some people think she was framed. Hardwick wants Gurney 
simply to identify irregularities in the investigation so as to 
make an appeal successful, but the only way Gurney knows how 
to do that is to find the truth. The plot is full of Verdon’s usual 
challenges (e.g., it was apparently impossible for the murder to 
have been carried out), but the cleverness is surpassed by the 
probing analysis of what makes Gurney tick.”—PW Starred 
Review, with which I concur. Of the upper-NY landscapes for 
crime I like Verdon’s and Spencer-Fleming’s work the best. OK, 
and Sarah Henry’s!

Zander, Joakim. The Swimmer  (Zeus $34). A European debut as 
yet unread by me. Klara Walldeen was orphaned as a child and 
brought up by her grandparents on a remote Swedish archipelago. 
She is now a political aide in Brussels—and she has just seen 
something she shouldn’t: something people will kill to keep 
hidden. On the other side of the world, an old spy hides from 
his past. Once, he was a man of action, so dedicated to the cause 
that he abandoned his baby daughter to keep his cover. Now the 
only thing he lives for is swimming in the local pool. Then, on 
Christmas eve, Klara is thrown into a terrifying chase through 
Europe. Only the Swimmer can save her. But time is running 
out...

SIGNED IN AUGUST 
Arsenault, Emily. What Strange Creatures (Harper $14.99 PBO 
Aug. 20). A terrifying nightmare of suspense set in the grove of 
academe.

Barclay, Linwood. No Safe House  (NAL $25.95 Aug. 7). Think 
Harlan Coben here, or Gillian Flynn—domestic suspense from 
the Canadian bestseller.

Beukes, Lauren. Broken Monsters (Harper $35). In Detroit, 
violent death – along with foreclosure and despair – is a regular 
occurrence. But the part-human, part-animal corpses that have 
started appearing are more disturbing than anything Detective 
Gabriella Versado has ever seen. As Gabriella works the case, 
her teenage daughter Layla embarks on a secret crime-fighting 
project of her own... From the author of FMC Pick Shining Girls.

Bowen, Rhys. Queen of Hearts  (Berkley $25.95 Aug. 9) Her 
Royal Spyness

Cain, Chelsea. One Kick  (SimonSchuster $25.99 Aug. 26). The 
first in a nail-biting new series featuring Kick Lannigan, a young 
woman whose complicated past has given her a very special skill 
set.

Coel, Margaret. Night of the White Buffalo (Berkley $26.95 Aug. 
27) Wind River Reservation (Wyoming) #18. The miraculous 
birth of a sacred animal draws pilgrims and trouble to the 
Arapahos.

Hallinan, Tim. Herbie’s Game (Soho $26.95 Aug. 15). Comic 
crime and crook-heroes fans, here’s LA’s Junior Bender once 
again, tangling with the San Fernando Valley’s top “executive 
crook who has set up a secret chain of crooks to execute a hit—
and then his safe with the list is hit…

Harkness, Deborah. The Book of Life  (Mulholland $28.95 
Aug. 12). Harkness deepens her themes of power and forbidden 
relationships. In ancestral homes and university laboratories, 
using ancient knowl edge and modern science, from the hills of 
the Auvergne to the palaces of Venice, the couple at last learn 
what the witches discovered so many centuries ago.

Jance, JA. The Remains of Innocence (Harper $26.99 Aug. 4). 
Joanna Brady works a Cochise County case in league with 
the Bisbee Police Chief and a storyline connected to Great 
Barrington, Mass. A strong story with wonderful views of 
Arizona—and it pulls no punches.

Krueger, William Kent. Windigo Island  (Atria $24.99 Aug. 27). 
When the body of a teenage Ojibwe girl washes up on the shore 
of an island in Lake Superior, the residents of the nearby Bad 
Bluff reservation whisper that it was the work of a mythical 
beast, the Windigo, or a vengeful spirit called Michi Peshu. Cork 
O’Connor has a different take...

Lehane, Dennis. The Drop (Harper $14.99 trade paperback 
original; plus there is to be a Limited Edition Hardcover at 
$19.95). I have no idea yet of whether Lehane might sign this 

“love story wrapped in a crime story” which returns him to the 
street of Mystic River and is slated to be a major motion picture. 
You may wish a copy signed or not. I do. Lehane is scheduled to 
publish a new novel next spring.

Lin, Ed. Ghost Month (Soho $26.95 August 19). August is Ghost 
Month in Taiwan-a time to commemorate the dead: burn incense, 
visit shrines, honor ancestors, and avoid unlucky situations, large 
purchases, and bodies of water. Starts a new mystery series 
starring Jing-nan, an unlikely sleuth who runs a food stand in the 
Taipei Night Market.  

Little, Elizabeth. Dear Daughter (Viking $26.95 Aug. 20). A 
debut I have not yet read. Former “It Girl” Janie Jenkins is sly, 
stunning, and fresh out of prison. Ten years ago, at the height of 
her fame, she was incarcerated for the murder of her mother, a 
high-society beauty known for her good works and rich husbands. 
Now, released on a technicality, Janie makes herself over and 
goes undercover, determined to chase down the one lead she has 
on her mother’s killer. The only problem? Janie doesn’t know if 
she’s the killer she’s looking for.

Maron, Margaret. Designated Daughters (Grand Central 
$28). Judge Deborah Knott is summoned to her ailing Aunt 
Rachel’s bedside. When she arrives, the dying woman is awake, 
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surrounded by her children and half of Colleton County, NC. 
What a shock when, after telling stories and visiting, an hour 
later Aunt Rachel is found dead in her bed—smothered with a 
pillow….

Preston, Douglas Lincoln Child. Lost Island  (Grand Central 
$27 Aug. 6). Signed by both authors. Gideon Crew—brilliant 
scientist, master thief—is living on borrowed time. When his 
mysterious employer, Eli Glinn, gives him an eyebrow-raising 
mission, he has no reason to refuse. Gideon’s task: steal a page 
from the priceless Book of Kells, now on display in New York 
City and protected by unbreakable security. Accomplishing the 
impossible, Gideon steals the parchment—only to learn that 
hidden beneath the gorgeously illuminated image is a treasure 
map dating back to the time of the ancient Greeks… Both also 
sign a new Agent Pendergast, Blue Labyrinth  (Grand Central 
$27), on Nov. 11. Note: to speed up order processing for some 
2000 books, we are going to charge preorders as preorders come 
in. Otherwise we end up chasing updated CC info and people 
who forget they ordered the book. As we’ve learned the hard 
way. Thanks for understanding. Think of it as like buying a plane 
ticket to use later…

Quinn, Spencer. Paw and Order (Atria $25 Aug. 5 Publication 
Day). Chet the Dog and Bernie Little, PI, mop up their New 
Orleans case and head to DC where Suzie has taken a new job 
as a reporter. It’s a long way from the Valley of the Sun here in 
Arizona, but politicians and the power hungry are just the same 
on a national level as on the state….

Robinson, Peter. Abbatoir Blues  (Hodder $45). Chief Inspector 
Alan Banks’ 22nd case begins when two boys vanish under 
mysterious circumstances. And when a caravan belonging to 
one of the youths is burned to the ground and a bloodstain is 
discovered in a disused WWII hangar nearby, things quickly 
become much more sinister in Yorkshire….

Rollins, James. The 6th Extinction  (Morrow $27.95 Aug. 13). 
Sigma Force. My bound MS just arrived so more next newsletter.

Slater, Susan. Rollover (Poisoned Pen $24.95 Aug. 21). Our 
August Surprise Me Pick is a caper! A screwy bank job, a 
missing Tiffany diamond-and-sapphire necklace, a suicide that 
may be a murder, a rollover accident, and insurance investigator 
Dan Mahoney trying to make sense of events going down in rural 
New Mexico.

Tanenbaum, Robert. Fatal Conceit  (Free Press $26 Aug. 14). A 
CIA chief dies under suspicious circumstances before he is about 
to testify about a controversial government cover-up involving a 
terrorist attack on the US mission in Chechnya. Butch Karp is on 
the case….

Todd, Charles. Unwilling Accomplice (Harper $27). WWI 
Nurse Bess Crawford #6 in a series I truly enjoy—it lacks the 
melancholy of the Ian Rutledge mysteries. home on leave, is 
asked to accompany a wounded soldier to Buckingham Palace, 
where he’s to be decorated by the king. The next morning, when 
Bess goes to collect him, his room is empty and he’s nowhere 
to be found. Both the army and the nursing service blame Bess 
for losing a patient, a hero at that... As ever with the Todds, the 
meticulous record-keeping of the British Army commands 
respect as the case develops into a countryside chase….

Willig, Lauren. The Mark of the Midnight Manzanita (NAL $16).  
In October of 1806, the Little Season is in full swing, and Sally 
Fitzhugh has had enough of the endless parties and balls. And 
of a rampant vampire craze sparked by the novel The Convent 
of Orsino. When she hears a rumor that the reclusive Duke of 
Belliston is an actual vampire, she cannot resist the challenge 
of proving such nonsense false. At a ball in Belliston Square, 
she ventures across the gardens and encounters the mysterious 
Duke, Lucien. He is well versed in the trouble gossip can bring. 
He’s returned home to dispel the rumors of scandal surrounding 
his parents’ deaths, which hint at everything from treason to 
dark sorcery. While he searches for the truth, he welcomes his 
fearsome reputation—until a woman is found dead in Richmond, 
her blood drained.... Willig has fun reminding us of this early 
vampire craze.

Wortham, Reavis Z. Vengeance is Mine  (Poisoned Pen $24.95 
Aug. 21) Red River Mystery #4. A sheriff crooked as a dog’s hind 
leg, an unsolved murder in the river bottoms, counterfeit money 
and a bank robbery all wrapped in a country Shakespearian 
comedy once again brings together Constable Ned Parker, 
Constable Cody Parker, Deputy John Washington, Judge O.C. 
Rains, and the rest of Wortham’s real and sometimes wacky 
cast of characters. Booklist, featuring it, writes, “Those who 
have read the author’s earlier books, including The Right Side 
of Wrong (2013), will be familiar with Center Springs and its 
rather unusual denizens, but knowledge of those earlier volumes 
is not required. This is a fully self-contained story, and it’s a real 
corker.” And compares it to work by Donald E. Westlake.

AND IN SEPTEMBER… 
Child, Lee. Personal  (Bantam $45). In his 19th adventure, Jack 
Reacher is pulled back into the military, this time for the State 
Department and the CIA. 

Coleman, Reed Farrell. Robert B Parker’s Blind Spot (Putnam 
$26.95 Sept. 11) Jesse Stone

Cussler, Clive. Eye of Heaven (Putnam $28.95) The Fargos. Oct 
28 with Dirk Cussler: Havana Storm  (Putnam $28.95) Dirk Pitt

Easley, Warren C. Dead Float (Poisoned Pen $24.95 Sept. 13) 
Oregon lawyer Cal Claxton #2 begins on the Deschutes River, 
Oregon

Hannah, Sophie. The Monogram Murders  (Collins $42) Hercule 
Poirot

Harrison, Kim. The Witch with No Name (Harper $26.99 Sept 
29). Rachel Morgan’s ultimate adventure

Hayes, J M. The Spirit in the Skull (Poisoned Pen $24.95 Sept 
13) Unusual time jump story—think Jean Auel or Kathleen/
Michael Gear

Haynes, Dana. Gun Metal Heart  (St Martins $25.99 Sept 14) 
Freelance op Daria Gibron

Hurwitz, Gregg. Don’t Look Back  (St Martins $26.99 Sept 3) 
Eve Hardaway in Oaxaca

Kadrey, Richard. The Getaway God (Harper $24.99 Sept 29). 
Sandman Slim

Kaehler, Tammy. Avoidable Contact (Poisoned Pen $24.95 Sept 
13). Kate Reilly at the Daytona 500
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Kellerman, Faye. Murder 101 (Harper $26.99) Decker/Lazarus. 
Signing date TBA.

Kellerman, Jonathan and Jesse. The Golem (Putnam $27.95) 
Thriller with a touch of the supernatural. Signing date TBA.

Kuhlken, Ken. The Good Know Nothing (Poisoned Pen $24.95 
Sept. 13). “Set in 1936, Kuhlken’s engrossing seventh mystery 
featuring L.A. lawman Tom Hickey focuses on the fate of Tom’s 
father, Charlie Hickey, who disappeared 25 years earlier….”—
PW  

Mitchell, David. The Bone Clocks  (Sceptre $45). Our September 
Modern Firsts Club Pick.

Moss, Todd. The Golden Hour (Putnam $26.95 Sept. 8). Debut 
thriller set around a coup in Mali and the crucial 100 hours that 
follow. International espionage

Palumbo, Dennis. Phantom Limb (Poisoned Pen $24.95 Sept 13) 
Daniel Rinaldi #4

Penny, Louise. The Long Way Home (St Martins $27.99 Sept 1) 
Armand Gamache

Perry, Anne. Blood on the Water (Random $26 Sept 27). William 
Monk

Reichs, Kathy. Bones Never Lie (Random $27 Oct 1). Tempe 
Brennan

Shepherd, Lloyd. Savage Magic  (SimonSchuster $33) Victorian 
Thriller

Wagner, David. Death in the Dolomites (Poisoned Pen $24.95 
Sept. 13) Rich Montoya Italian Mystery #2
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